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SCHOOL 3 PLAYGROUND REINVENTED

T

he School 3 Playground is to Peterstown what Central Park is to Manhattan.
The park went through a $2.6 million renovation in 2014 and features a state of-the-art soccer field which replaced the softball field. The change reflects the
cultural shift in America on a whole and the neighborhood in particular.

According to the 2010 census, over 47% of Elizabeth’s population is foreign born. The majority
the
population, almost 60%, is Hispanic or Latino. Soccer is the national sport of many countries
of
and accommodating the throngs who now live in America with a place to play has been a trend in
redeveloping parks. The School 3 Playground, officially named Obrian’s Field, is starting its first full
season of soccer after a reopening in April 2014.
The long history of the playground saw many changes from a ring for shooting marbles a century
ago to the new artificial turf soccer field. The park once sported full-court basketball, a paddleball
court and swimming pool. Softball was king through the years. Kids kicked up dust in the dirt infield
from dawn to dusk and then beyond when lights were added in the 1980s. The most identifiable
feature of the park was the forty-foot high chain-link fence raised to compensate for the short right
field part of the park because too many homeruns were pelting the houses on the opposite side of
Christine Street. It was the Peterstown version of The Green Monster in Fenway Park.
The park was also home to the Saint Rocco’s feast. Large circles would wear into the outfield
grass by merry-go-rounds and tilt-a-worlds. By 1990 the annual feast had ended and the enthusiasm
for softball faded. The paddle ball court was long gone as was the pool. Some upgrades were made
(left) Paul Addessa has been Director of
to the swing sets and a sprinkler was added, but the softball field remained complete with back stop
Recreation for the City of Elizabeth for
in place and for the last fifteen years it was used as extensively by soccer players as it was by the
twenty-two years.
softball teams. From dusk till dawn soccer balls flew from the first base line to deep left center, dust
flying on the half of the makeshift soccer field where the infield was.
The initiative taken by the city to improve the park was well planned and executed. School 3 Playground is a model of redevelopment and
efficiency on what can be done with a 540 x 221 foot space. Besides a soccer field with a state-of-the-art drainage system, the park has a new
sprinkler fountain, and two age appropriate child playgrounds. Amenities include a lighted gazebo, restrooms, lamp posts, twenty-five parking
spaces, bleachers, and Belgian block sidewalks. Surrounding the entire square block is fencing refurbished from the parks original wrought iron
fence, giving it a taste of nostalgia. A statue of Christopher Columbus stands tall on the Third Avenue and South 7th Street corner of the
park. The monument is a source of pride for the Italian-American community and was moved there in 2006 from its original place at Winfield
Scott Plaza and Elizabeth Avenue.
Peterstown native Paul Addessa Elizabeth’s Director of Recreation, along with John Papetti Director of Public Works, oversaw the
redevelopment. City Engineer Dan Loomis and Principle Engineer Stephen Rinaldi were project managers. Addessa’s department operates five
centers and twenty playgrounds, summer camps in the parks and day camps in the centers. His department is also handling the permit process
for reserving time on the fields. The new field has proved to be a popular venue desired by young and old. It is officially sanctioned for U10 and
U12 league play and has four youth leagues calling it home. There are also adult teams that reserve the space. The balance of available time
sees several pick-up games of various sizes mixing novice and seasoned players. Permits can be obtained by calling the Rec Department at 908820-4223.
The playground along the Second Avenue side of the park is always bustling with families. Bathing suit clad kids are ecstatic when running
through the sprinklers in the summer months.
Though its grass is synthetic, School 3 Playground is a well utilized and safe oasis in the middle of the brick and mortar street scape of
Peterstown. The renovation has sparked a renascence of community activity. A new heyday, similar to that of the softball era.

(left) Soccer players
from the Don Bosco
Soccer League
organized by Ben
Farina as a service of
St. Anthony’s Church
for the youth of the
community. This fall
will be the second
season played on the
newly renovated
O’Brien’s Field.
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Around About Peterstown welcomes Letters to
the Editor at our postal, fax or e-mail addresses.
Letters must include sender’s name, address and
phone number (only name and town will be printed).
Letters should be typed. Letters appear as space
permits. We reserve the right not to print a letter without notifying sender.
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PRESS RELEASES
Press Releases that benefit the community of Peterstown are offered free of charge. Every effort will
be made to accommodate appropriate articles when
time and space allows. Send any info in early.
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MEMORIAL MASS FOR FRANK MAZZARELLA
Dear Peterstown Community,
The family of Frank Mazzarella will be holding a
memorial mass in his honor on Tuesday, April 21st at St.
Anthony’s church at 7 PM.
Frank was born in on April 28, 1924 in Elizabeth, NJ
where he lived most of his life, he passed peacefully on
December 18th, 2014. He was the youngest among 3
children. He was the baby brother to his older sisters Mary
and Ann, whom he loved deeply. He was the beloved wife,
Gloria who died in 2010. He is survived by his daughter Lisa
of Weston, Florida and his son Pat of Scottsdale, Arizona.
He is also survived by his son-in-law Donald, his daughter-inlaw Sue and his grandchildren Annie and Jared.
Frank loved his county and served proudly in the US
Navy during WWII in the Pacific Ocean on the battleship,
the USS Roche. Upon his return he began his career as a
supervising pipefitter for GAFD Corporation where he
worked for nearly 48 years. He married the love of his life,
Gloria on November 4th 1951 at St. Anthony’s church in
Elizabeth. Frank was one of the original good guys in the
neighborhood and volunteered his time, whether calling bingo,
or working the festival or helping with the baseball Little
League.
Frank was the greatest family man and a friend to all who
were fortunate enough to know him. He was loved by all in
his family including nieces and nephews scattered across the
country. He did so much for everyone, always unselfishly and
so tirelessly. He was among the first to participate in The
Honor Flight program that celebrates those members of our
greatest generation by a trip to Washington, DC to visit the
WWII memorial. He was justifiably proud and deservedly so.
It’s no surprise to anyone that he served his country proudly.
Frank and Gloria moved to Weston, FL eight years ago,

VILLANI BUS COMPANY
Dee Villani President

Buses for all occasions

ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333

811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

Petruccelli
1920-2009 “Serving the Public for 90 Years”

Funeral Home

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!
Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299

232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Advertising in this
and other
Renna Media
newspapers

Our readers
make the best
customers for
your business.

Reserve space in the next issue.
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

where they made many new friends at their new home. He was
a regular communicant of St. Bonaventure’s Church in Davie
where Father Ed welcomed him and comforted him after the
death of Gloria. He so looked forward to his Thursday
afternoon playing cards at the church.
How he loved his grandchildren! They bought a smile to his
face whenever he got to spend time with them and the
memories of those visits will live on. A joyous celebration was
held at his daughter’s home last May to celebrate his 90th
birthday. Relatives, friends and neighbors were on hand and all
had a wonderful time.
All who knew him will certainly miss him!
Sincerely,
Lisa Kocik, Weston, Florida
Pat Mazzarella, Scottsdale, Arizona

CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 2548

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey
Memorial Craftsmen

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.
ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396

16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802
(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)
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Editor’s Opinion
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everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna

Up to now I only dabbled in social media. I would
visit Facebook, sign up for some networking sites and
never go back. I posted some photo albums on line but
haphazardly. I put a few dozen on Picasa.com. I put some
on RennaMedia.com, JoeRenna.com, PeterstownNJ.com
and on FaceBook.com. I’m now ready with the help of
my Gen X daughter Angela to organize the whole mess.
Since High School and my love of photography I have
amassed almost 40 years of photo albums that I shot. I
also have collections of family albums to share. I will be
uploading the albums to my Facebook pages. I have
fifteen pages reflecting the number of newspapers that I
publish. Right now the albums are on my Joe Renna or
my Renna Media Facebook page. Going forward I will be
putting all my photos on my Peterstown NJ Facebook
page. Please “like” the page, “tag” and “share” the photos.

Liking my pages would be a big help in getting exposure
for the photos. It will also help with identifying folk in
photos. For instance, Phil Borsellino gave me the photo on
Page 14 of this issue of his 1940 School #15 Kindergarten
class. He can identify only two of his twenty-two
classmates. Some readers will send me notes if they
recognize someone in the photo but now I will also have
visitors to Facebook helping also.
In the case where I know everyone in the photo, like the
Kingston Boys photo found on pages 4 and 5, I have the
opportunity to share the photo with the folk in the photo or
their relatives. For those who do not use Facebook I will
also upload photos and articles on RennaMedia.som which
already has all past issues of my newspapers available.
My next project is putting thirty years of film and video
on line. I can’t wait.

PETERSTOWN PHOTOS CAN BE FOUND ON RENNAMEDIA.COM.
AND FACEBOOK.COM/PETERSTOWNNJ

Not for Nothing But..
publishing

on-line

reminds me of when
Dylan went electric.

(below) Sample albums below are on RennaMedia.com
PLEASE LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

Please join us
as we celebrate the

RETIREMENT OF
DEACON JOE CAPORASO
from Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy

Thursday, May 21st, 2015
6 o’clock to 10 o’clock
in the evening
Galloping Hill Caterers
1085 Galloping Hill Road
Union, NJ 07083
Tickets- $60 can be purchased
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy
227 Centre Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Contact: Ysolina Burnett:
yburnett@olgacademy.org
Natalie Dillon:
ndillon@olgacademy.org
Dali Santiago- (908) 352-7419
By Joe &Tina Renna

Cent’Anni
PETERSTOWN
The

Book

The 100 year history
of an Italian-American
neighborhood

ORDER NOW!

- On line at PeterstownNJ.com
- By phone 908-418-5586

$45 + Sales Tax ($3.15 for NJ purchases only.)
Buy 5 and get 1 FREE
FREE Shipping Number of Books: ______
Total check/charge amount _____________
Credit Card: ___Visa ___MC ___Discover
Credit card number ___________________
Exp. date____/____( mm/yy ) Code______

• 776 Over
sized Pages

Exact name as it appears on the credit card:
Name ______________________________
Billing Address _______________________

- Mail Check and form to:
Renna Media
202 Walnut Ave.,
Cranford, NJ 07016

• Thousands
of Photos

- Email inquiries to:
info@rennamedia.com

• Hundreds
of Recipes

___________________________________
(If shipping address is different from billing please supply both.)

Phone ______________________________
Email_______________________________
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THE KINGSTON BOYS AT THE COPA
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The
businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
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CELEBRATING OUR 65TH YEAR

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

725 RAHWAY AVE - ELIZABETH
An Elizabeth
908-354-8533
Tradition
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm;

There were no tighter group of friends than those
from Peterstown who formed the Kingston Club. All
close in age, born around the mid 1920s, they lived their
lives as brothers, through poverty, school, work, and war.
They raised their families within the same ten square
blocks of each other that they themselves grew up on.
Their wives were also close as sisters. If anyone ever
wants to do a study of how a community can prosper
they do not need to look any further than this crew.
All sons and daughters of immigrants, who came to
America with little or nothing, these men and women
worked hard, sacrificed, fought for their country all to
give their children an opportunity for a better life than

they had. Their success is evident in the lives of their
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Their
legacy is intact.
The photos accompanying this article are many, but
not all, of the guys and gals who went through their trials
and tribulations together. On the several occasions when
they got an evening to go dining and dancing they would
take a trip into New York City to the premier nightclub
in its time, The Copacabana. The photos are from three
different visits to the Copa in the 1950s, lifelong friends
making lifelong memories. Everyone in the photos are
deceased except for Marie LaMorte and Pete Renna who
will be ninety years old in August.

(above, standing, l-r) Adel and Lou LaBrutto, Pat Guida, Freddie Russo, Joe Iozzi, Willie LaMorte, Bo Randazzo.
(sitting, l-r) Blue Randazzo, Marie LaMorte, Kate Guida, Friend and May and Angelo Furiero.

Se Habla Español
Parla Italiano
Fala-Se Portugues

(908) 353-6653

Fax: (908) 353-7340
Free Parking & Delivery

since 1949.
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;
Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sundays

We carry a full selection of
gas grills, refrigerators, washers,
dryers, ranges, dishwashers,
big screen TV’s and bedding.

We Accept: CASH

and Personal Checks

wy[t

FREE DELIVERY
SAVE MORE WITH ONLY
3 1/2% SALES TAX

$25 OFF FOR READERS
OF PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER
One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase of $299.00. must present this coupon
at time of purchase. Offer Expires 6/16/15.

All Prescription Plans Gladly Accepted
Naren (Nick) Yasa - Pharmacist

851 Elizabeth Ave. (Corner Smith St) Elizabeth, NJ 07201-2755

MUSIC AND PASSION WERE
ALWAYS THE FASHION
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Not for Nothing But..
the Kingston Boys are
the greatest example of
the greatest generation.

(right, l-r) Willie LaMorte, Freddie Russo,
Lou LaBrutto and Liss Londino.

(above, standing, l-r) Pat Guida, Bo Randazzo, Pete and Millie Renna, Margaret and Joe Furiero.
(sitting, l-r) Lou and Adel LaBrutto, Marie and Willie LaMorte, Kate Guida, Blue Randazzo,
Freddie and Carol Russo, and friend with Joe Iozzi.

As a proud resident of Peterstown, it has been my pleasure
to have serviced the community’s car and truck buying needs.
Together with Richard Lucas of Richard Lucas Chevrolet & Subaru,
we have been satisfying area residents for many years.
With the excellent reputation of the Lucas family, we promise
to keep you a very satisfied customer for many years to come.
Thank you,
Angelo Strazzella

RICHARD LUCAS
CHEVROLET SUBARU
732-694-3848

1077 US - 1 • Avenel, NJ 07001

Apr 15

Come Celebrate the

FEAST OF MARY
HELP OF CHRISTIANS
with us and bring back old traditions
that help join our parish together
as one community.

SUNDAY MAY 17TH
Starting with a 12 noon bilingual Mass.
Followed by a procession at 1 pm
with Giglio Band from Brooklyn, NY
Food to follow.
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RELIVING THE GLORY DAYS AT SPRITO’S
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(above, l-r) Pete Anzelone presented classmate Tom
Libonate with a copy of The Peterstown Book at thier
Roselle Catholic High School 50th Class Reunion at
Spirito’s Restaurant, with classmate Rich Baumann.
(right) Roselle Catholic High School Class of 2064
alum at Spirito’s on October 3, 2014.
(kneeling, l-r) Dennis Melofchik, Bob Burnynski, Kevin
Iungermann, Jim McMahon, Herb Baldwin, Jim Tracey
(first/second row, l-r) Jim Conroy, Joe Murray, Charlie
Fette, Tom Miceli, John Maher, George Schneider, Jack
Monahan, Dan Spricigo, Larry Matthews, Tom
Libonate, Ray Korn, Pete Hutchinson, Brian Mallon,
Jack Dempsey, Mike Curio, Coach Gagliano, Brian
Kelleher, Kevin Coakley, Jack Brophy
(back row, l-r) Jay O’Connor, Bill Lyons, Pete
Anzelone, Rich Baumann, Bruce Killian, Bob Demsey,
Len Kozzi, Gene Cimis, Mike Dancisin, Bill Shramek.

Roselle Catholic’s class of 1964 had a reunion
celebrating the 50th anniversary of their graduation. The
festivities ran for two days in October 2014, Friday the
third, and Saturday the fourth. Friday night featured a
reception at Spirito’s Restaurant in the Peterstown
section of Elizabeth.
Spirito’s was, and is, an iconic restaurant, popular with
locals and outsiders, families and singles, young and old.
It was particularly popular with teenagers, an inexpensive
place where you could impress a date. It was casual, noisy
and fun. A great place for a group of friends to meet and
eat before or after a local event. The atmosphere is both
eccentric and entertaining.
Roselle Catholic’s Class of 1964 was not strangers to
the restaurant. Nostalgia for their glory days in high
school included nights spent at Spirito’s. It was only
fitting that they would go back there to recapture their
youth. The funny thing is that nothing at the restaurant
has changed in the last fifty years, actually since 1932
when it first opened. It is still family owned, now going
on the fourth generation, the menu is the same, the decor
and most of the staff are original as well.
The Class of ‘64 consisted of eighty-seven students
and was Roselle Catholic’s second graduating class.

Thirty-seven of the class’ surviving sixty-six alumni
attended the reunion. Over fifty people packed Spirito’s
the first night of the celebration. The rare private party
was made possible, in large measure, by classmate Pete
Anzelone, who is from Peterstown and has a working
relationship with the business as an accountant.
The party which formed at the Holliday Inn in
Clark, New Jersey rode the yellow Roselle Catholic
school bus to Elizabeth where they spent six hours
eating, drinking and re-connecting. Wives of the
classmates of the all-boys high school watched in
amusement. The following night they continued the
festivities at a reception at the high school.
Grassroots outreach and the use of social media made
it possible to find almost every member of the class and
they traveled from all around the country to attend:
California, Minnesota, South Carolina, Maine,
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut. Over
the course of the evening, departed classmates were
toasted along with those who could not attend, and
those who were gathered in the room.
The 60-somethings felt like teenagers again,
frolicking in the booths and tables of one of their
teenage haunts.

Elizabeth Yellow Cab
•• Door
Door to
to Door
Door Service
Service
•• Local
Local and
and Long
Long distance
distance
•• Transportation
Transportation to
to Airports
Airports
•• Commercial
Commercial Centers,
Centers,
Night
Night Clubs,
Clubs,
Casinos,
Casinos, Etc.
Etc.
•• Clean
Clean Late
Late
Model
Model Cars
Cars

24 Hours
7 Days a Week

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

888.603.2182
WeltmanHomeServices.com
On qualifying systems only.
Offer cannot be combined with other discounts.

D. Weltman Plumbing Lic.#6440 G Nowicki Elec. Lic. #6808
HIC#13VH04948800 HVAC#1228
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SELLING
QUICKLY!
DON’T
MISS OUT!

1 BEDROOM CONDOS
START AT $189,900 AND
2 BEDROOMS START AT $235,000.
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(above, l-r) 640 Third Avenue, Josephine and Santo
lean on the Third Avenue and Christine Street sign post
where they operated a grocery store and Italian ice stand
until 1960.

SANDY RENDA - A NATURAL TALENT
Santo “Sandy” Renda has had a long career in music
and entertainment starting out at the age of four. It
wasn’t that he grew up in a family of entertainers who
taught him. His talent was inherent and discovered by
chance.
Sandy’s grandfather, also named Santo, and his
grandmother Josephine Renda owned a store on Third
Avenue and Christine Street in the Peterstown section
of Elizabeth, New Jersey. They sold grocery items to the
residents of the Italian American neighborhood. Their
store also featured home-made Italian Ice.
Santo and Josephine lived on the first floor behind
the store, their son Emanuel lived on the second floor
with his family, and son Gus lived on the third floor with
wife Rose. Gus and Rose are the parents of the young
and talented Santo who was born in 1947.
Rose was from the Silver Lake section of Bellville,
New Jersey, which, like Peterstown, was settled
predominantly by Italian immigrants. Gus and Rose
would make frequent trips to Bellville in order for Rose
to care for her mom. They eventually purchased a home
there to be closer to her family. Sandy was three years old
at the time. His brothers Joe and Gus were born after the
move.

(above, l-r) Gus Renda with mom and dad, Josephine
and Santo, and brothers John and Emil at their parents
50th Anniversary party.
(right, l-r) Santo and Josephine Renda, who were
married on April 5, 1913, cut a cake at their 50th
wedding anniversary. They renewed their vows at St.
Anthony’s church in Peterstown with their best man
Vincent Ciliberto attending. They had their reception
at The Villa Roma also in Elizabeth. Live music was
performed by a band lead by their sixteen-year-old
grandson Sandy.

Gus, a World War II vet, was a career factory worker
for Purolator in Rahway, New Jersey. They didn’t figure
their son to be a talented musician, they were trying to
figure out why he was so boisterous. As a toddler he would
cry and act-up when company came over to the house.
They enrolled him in a preschool to prep him for
kindergarten where he would have to socialize in a class
room.
The preschool featured music lessons in their
curriculum and one day the teacher called Gus and Rose
and asked them if they knew that their son was able to
sing. The parents were surprised at the news. They told
the teacher that he liked to play records on the Victrola
but never sang at home. It turned out that Santo showed
exceptional ability for voice control, rhythm, pitch,
volume, and tone, all the tools needed to perform. Plus he
wasn’t shy and took direction well. His parents thought
that maybe his crying and screaming was his brand of
vocal exercising.
At four years of age Sandy started performing in shows
that the school produced. The company would travel to
different towns and Sandy was always a crowd pleaser. At
eight he was recorded at the American Recording Studio
in at 1047 Elizabeth Avenue in Elizabeth.
At six years old he learned to play the accordion and
played until he was thirteen years old when he was so
inspired by seeing Elvis Presley play the guitar on TV that
he switched from the accordion to playing the guitar.
Throughout his teen years Sandy studied music theory,
reading music, ear training and the different styles of
guitar playing. He played in a few bands and after
graduating Bloomfield High School he decided to form his
own band in 1965 called Sandy and the Wanderers. He
also started his career as an instructor teaching guitar and
bass. The band played lounges, dinner dances, weddings
and events around the state with frequent trips to play in
the Catskill Mountains’ resorts.
In the 1960s and 70s Sandy studied advanced jazz
harmony and theory, sight reading and studio techniques
under renowned jazz teacher and musician Joe Cinderella.
Sandy and his teacher would co-author a book entitled
“Chord Melody Playing for the Guitarist Musician” which
was published by Warner Brothers. His reputation landed
him several gigs playing with George Benson.
Sandy and The Wanderers, now going on fifty years,
still perform, and he continues to teach, and play studio
gigs. At sixty eight years old, Sandy shows no signs of
slowing down.

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician
Chiropractic Care
Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 North Wood Avenue,
Linden, NJ 07036

(above, l-r) Sandy’s parents Rose and
Gus upon Gus’ return from WWII.

ELIZABETH CHIROPRACTIC
& REHABILITATION, P.A.
Sokratis G. Dragonas, D.C.
Ernesto J. Marticorena, D.C.
Tel: (908) 355-3358
Fax: (908) 355-6614
560 Newark Ave., Elizabeth, NJ 07208

(above, l-r) Sandy Renda in 2007 photo with his family, with his family
daughter Lisamarie, Santi, Jr. and Rosanne.

Kathleen Gwaldis

EXPERIENCE, COMMITMENT INTERGARTY, RESULTS
Full-Service Realtor for 29 years.
Elizabeth Specialist.

Call for a FREE Market Analysis Today!

(908) 400-8409

Weichert President’s Club
Office 973-376-5579 x 165

505 Millburn Avenue, Short Hills, NJ 07078

ALLIGATOR PROPERTY MANAGEMENT LLC
EMERSON AMADOR
Broker / Owner REALTOR

Office: 908-289-5108
email: eamador@aol.com
Buying or Selling Real Estate?
Visit my website: www.home4you2.com
946 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth NJ 07201
FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE COMPANY
Brokerage • Rentals • Property Management • Foreclosures • Short Sales

A LITTLE ACTING ON THE SIDE
Sandy Renda started a singing career at four years old
appearing in venues around New Jersey. He did numerous
voice over spots on radio and his good looks and poise in
front of the camera landed him modeling jobs as well. His
managers parlayed his experience and talent to theatre.
Sandy landed roles in summer stock productions of
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s The King and I and
Tennessee Williams’ The Rose Tattoo. Coincidently,
Williams dedicated his play to his partner, Peterstown
native, Frank Merlo. The play captured the personae of
Frank’s family and neighbors in the Italian neighborhood.
It was at his audition for the role of one of the Siamese
children in The King and I that something special
happened. After singing “getting to know you” and
reading from the script he was called aside. Stanley Poss,
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a producer of the Jackie Gleason Show told his parents
that they wanted Sandy to audition for the show. He
landed the role ahead of five hundred hopefuls.
The experience is documented in the book The
Honeymooners Lost Episodes by Peter Crescenti. These
were the live shows from 1951 to 1957. In fact the first
time nine year old Sandy meets Jackie Gleason was in
front of a live audience. He was more than ready to meet
his match. The book stated that he earned the unique
status among Gleason actors of learning the most lines in
the shortest time. The February 22, 1957 episode that he
appeared in was titled “When in Rome”. He played Tony,
a shoeshine boy who Ralph thinks is a gigolo who is
romancing Alice. Sandy also had roles on the Sergeant
Bilko Show, Naked City, Studio One and Omnibus.
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(above) Six-year-old Sandy Renda on stage, circa 1953.
(below) Sandy circa 2011.

(above, l-r) Modeling shots of
Sandy Renda at six years old and
sixteen years old.

(right, top and bottom)
Sandy on the sets of
The Honeymooners, 1957
and Sergeant Bilko, 1958.
(left, r-l) In the late 1980s
Sandy Renda had a chance to
reminisce with Joyce
Randolph, who played Trixie
in the Honeymooners.

COMMUNITY
FINANCIAL SERVICES

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO, D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours
Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment
908-353-2316

Richard A. Lewis, DMD

120 Elmora Avenue v Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Complete dental examination & treatment
• Dental cleanings • Fillings • Root canal treatment
• Full and partial removable dentures
• Crowns Fixed • Bridges • Implant restoration
Adults and Children Welcome

Call today 908-352-1558
www.elmoradentistry.com

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
732-636-6677

1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001
Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.
Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

ADVANCED SPINE CARE PHYSICAL THERAPY
700 Rahway Avenue, Union, NJ 07083 • (908) 688-1991

www.advancedspinept.com
WE ACCEPT
MOST MAJOR
INSURANCES.

We provide hands on, patient centered care where each patient gets
individual treatment and attention. You will not feel like you are just
another person in line. Our goal is “A Miracle A Day”.
While treatment of spinal injuries are a specialty at Advanced
Spine Care Physical Therapy, we are able to provide physical
therapy for a wide range of orthopedic and neurological conditions
including: neck pain, back pain, arthritis, shoulder injuries, carpal
tunnel syndrome, hip injuries, knee injuries, foot and ankle
injuries, sports injuries, work related injuries, and strokes.
Fax: (908) 688-0962

WHAT OUR PATIENTS HAVE TO SAY
“Thank you for the care wonderful service and care you
provided for me in 2014. My symptoms have greatly subsided
since I first visited your office in November.
While I will miss that wonderfully awesome TENS machine,
I will miss you more and I wish all of you a Happy, Healthy and
Pain Free New Year!”. – Kathy

CFSFCU.com
908-245-1650

149 E. St. George Ave., Roselle, NJ 07203

We cater to the working people
in our community!
“Better Banking All the Way Around”

BETTER Service, BETTER Checking,
BETTER Savings and Certificate Rates:
No Monthly Account Fees. No Gimmicks.
At CFSFCU we offer full access to all financial services
for a minimum balance of just $5.00.
Unlimited access to:
• ATM – 50,000 surcharge free ATM’s worldwide
through the “Allpoint” network.
• Online banking-Free.
• Electronic billpayer - 24 hour access and unlimited
transactions per month.
• Auto-phone - 24 hour access and unlimited transactions per month.
• Free checking account-no monthly fees.
• High Yielding Savings, IRA and Certificates insured
up to $250,000 by the NCUA.
Loan: First Mortgage, Home Equity, Personal,
Student, Overdraft Protection, Auto, Boat, Credit
Card-classic-Gold (rewards) and Platinum (rewards).

CHECK OUT OUR VISA INTRODUCTORY OFFER
5.99% FOR SIX MONTHS*
*subject to credit approval-restrictions may apply.
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FROM THE SANDY RENDA
SCRAPBOOK
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(above) Sandy Renda (l) on stage
with George Benson (r) circa 2011.
(right, standing, l-r) Sandy and the Wanderers circa
1971, Fred DeMaio on rhythm guitar, band leader
Sandy Renda, organist Paul Perillo and Sandy’s brother
Gus Renda on saxophone. (kneeling, l-r) Bassist Craig
Williams and drummer Nick Reda, Jr.
call Sandy Renda at 973-743-0768
to Book Sandy and the Wanderers
or to take private lessons, guitar, bass
or music theory lessons.
Owned and operated
by the Savarese family
since 1987

(908) 351-4060
Ample Parking

RISTORANTE
•
Cocktails - Lunch - Dinner

TORNA A. SORRENTO
54 Westfield Ave. • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

BELLA
GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI

Copies of
AROUND ABOUT
PETERSTOWN
Always Available

Where you are treated like family
Gina And Anthony Garofalo

Catering • Café
908-925-6868
Fax 908-925-5736

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA

1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

Café
Gallo
Pizzeria & Restaurant

908-756-4745
www.cafegallos.com
1153 Inman Avenue • Edison, NJ 08820
(Plenty of parking located in the North Side Plaza)

Authentic Italian Cuisine.
Serving... Italian Specialities
including Fresh Seafood, Steaks, Pastas, etc.
Specializing In Family Style Portions

On & off Premise Catering . . .
Customized to fit
your personal needs.
Party Room available up to 70 people!

OPEN 7 DAYS - Mon. - Thurs. 11:30 am to 10 pm
Fri. Sat. 11:30 am - 11 pm Sun. 12 noon - 9 pm

WE DELIVER
Min. $10

q a u t Corporate accounts welcome.

B.Y.O.B.

LIBERTY DINER
Baking done
on premises.
•
Catering Available
•
Senior Citizen Discount
$20 off entire bill.
Friday & Saturday open 24 hours
Monday - Thursday 6 am - 11 pm

908-862-0245

321 East Edgar Road & 1 & 9
Linden, NJ

Two for Twenty Special
Served lunch or dinner

Includes soup or salad and dessert of the day
Main course choices:
1. Stuffed Fillet with Crabmeat Stuffing
2. NY Sirloin Steak with Potato and Vegetable
3. Baked Meatloaf with Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables
4. Shrimp or Chicken Scampi over Pasta or Rice
5. Grilled Salmon over Rice
6. Broiled Pork Chops with Potatoes and Vegetables
7. Half Roasted Chicken with Potatoes and Vegetables
8. Penne Ala Vodka with Chicken and Garlic Bread
9. Beef Stew over Egg Noodles with Garlic Bread
10. Crispy Crab Cakes with Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables
11. Chicken Pot Pie with Garlic Bread
12. Virginia Ham with Pineapplesq
Our lunch menu starts at $6 and includes
a cup of soup and French fries!!
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Recipes
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From the cook book, “Next Door to the Chicken Market” by Vita Greco

St. Joseph’s Pastry
(Sfinci ‘I San Guiseppi)
PASTRY INGREDIENTS
2 Sticks butter or margarine
2 Cups water
2 Cups flour
8 Eggs
2 Quarts light oil for frying, not olive oil
A little grated orange and lemon rind
A pinch of salt
2 Tbs. sugar
PASTRY PREPARATION
1. Melt the Butter or Margarine in the 2 cups of Water
in a saucepan.
2. When it comes to a boil, stir in the Sugar, Salt, and
Flour. Continue stirring until mixture leaves the sides
of the pan.
3. Remove from heat and place in a bowl. Add the Eggs
one at a time being sure to mix each thoroughly before
adding the next.
4. Allow Batter to cool.
5. Bake spoonful drops 10 minutes at 400
and then 30 minutes at 350, or fry as indicated below.
6. Pour Oil in large pot, and heat until it is very hot.
7.When ready, scoop a mound of the Batter into the Oil.
Fry until a bit darker than a golden brown and hollow
inside.
8. Remove from Oil with a slotted spoon, and lay out to
drain.
9. When all the Batter has been fried and allowed to
cool, slit the tops of each and fill with the Filling that
follows.

FILLING INGREDIENTS
1-1/2 Lbs. Ricotta
¾ Cup powdered sugar
½ Tsp. cinnamon
Capful of vanilla
Jarred Maraschino cherries to top
A little grated orange and lemon rind
FILLING PREPARATION
1. Mix Ricotta thoroughly with other dry ingredients.
2. Add a drop or two of Vanilla, and mix and blend well.
3. Chill mixture in refrigerator before filling Sfinci.
4. When filled, replace the tops, and garnish each with a
Cherry and a little Powdered Sugar. The tops can be
cut in half and placed decoratively on top of the
filling. Sometimes the pastries have a Vanilla-based
filling and a bit of a different taste. These are, then,
called Zeppoli.

JERSEY UNIFORM
Industrial Wear

50 Years
In Business

NEW & USED UNIFORMS
We Do Embroidery & Silkscreening

Bob Barraco, Proprietor

908-862-7737 Fax: 908-862-2877
918 South Wood Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

CANDELINO
KITCHENS

• Carpentry • Marble
• Granite • Ceramic Tile

908-353-6094

candelinokitchens.com
664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Not for Nothing But..
St. Joseph’s Feast has
the best food specials.

Mediterranean & Mexican Cuisine
Check website for special menus:
www.tequilasgrill.org
Catering for all occasions
908.965.1002
Private parking available Fax: 908-965-1003
Check website for special menu: www.tequilasgrill.org

824 Pearl Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Pinho’s
Bakery

1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

ITalIaN & SpaNISh CuISINE
908.486.6110

LUNCH & DINNER • LUNCH SPECIALS AND HAPPY HOUR
Open 7 days – Outdoor dining on patio
2048 E. Saint Georges avenue • linden, NJ 07036
Fax: 908.486.6112
Catering Available For Any Occasion
Private Party room with a view!
For up to 30 peoples.

908-245-4388

Tuesday - Saturday 5am - 7pm
Sunday 5am - 6pm

City Tavern and Restaurant
“A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.

Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.

Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113

1109 Elizabeth avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

PRIVATE PARTIES

qau t
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CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS
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(above, l-r) Phil Borsellino and Sal Conforti stoped by the
home office of Renna Media to drop some old photos off.

Many photos appearing in the Peterstown newspaper
over the past sixteen years have been hand delivered along
with the related story. Usually the discussions reveal an
interesting tidbit about the photos. The photos
accompanying this article were supplied by Sal Conforti.
His father Hector was a “Night Crawler” of sorts, plying his
photo journalism craft not professionally but as a hobby.
Hector sought out the dramatic and spectacular. He would
travel far to get his shot. He went to Asbury Park, New
Jersey to shoot the beaching of the SS Morro Castle in
1934, in 1930 he photographed The Pennsylvania Railroad
derailment at the now defunct South Street Station near
the corner of New York Avenue in Elizabeth, and in 1935
he traveled to Flemington, New Jersey to cover the trial of
Bruno Richard Hauptmann, convicted of abduction and
murder of the Lindbergh baby.

(above and right) The back and front
of a photo postcard belonging to Sal Conforti’s father
Etore (Hector) Conforti from December 18, 1921.
The list of names, in an attempt to read
the cursive handwriting, are: C. Lauletti, C. Cicitrotti,
P. Chiaravallo, Joe George, Alex Cervaro, Chas. Pallante,
Emil Russamano, J. Gannelli, J. Brienza, D. Casiero,
Tony Cerovone, and Frank Cavaliere. It looks like the
names include the man looking out the door window.

MAGIC FOUNTAIN
ICE CREAM & GRILL

www.magicfountaingrill.com
Like us on Facebook!
Ice Cream, Salads, Subs, Paninis,
Burrittos, Pizza & more.

300 Williamson St. • Elizabeth, NJ

(908) 351-3133
FREE DELIVERY

574 Second Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

John’s Caffé Pizza & Caterers
Eat-In • Take-Out • Delivery

908.354.5260
Fax: 908.354.0085

www.johnscaffe.com
Find us on Facebook @Johns caffe
Mon - Thur: 9:30 am - 9:00 pm
Fri: 9:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sat: 10:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sunday Closed

qau t

10% OFF any catering
bill of $200 or more.

Celebrating Our 1 Year Grand Re-Opening

AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!
Your favorite Mexican Joint, driven by your
favorite Restauranteur, Joe Montes. Whether
your looking for Killer Mexican Street Cuisine
or a Hip City Lounge to park for awhile with a
Cadillac Margarita or a Lobster Tail Fajita.

Follow us on

Hours of operation:
Happy hour 3-6
Wed, Thu & Sat: 1pm-2am, Fri 11:30am-2am, Sun 1pm-9pm

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083
908-349-8411
www.TheRedCadillacNJ.com

Newly renovated featuring International Cuisine:
• Full Bar
• Salad
ALL YOU
• Hibachi Grill
• Soups
CAN EA
• Sushi
• Meat
T
• Raw Bar
• Seafood
• Dessert, Ice Cream, Frozen Yogurt. E OFFER
W
T
Let us Cater you next event!
TAKE OUT
Accepting reservations for birthdays,
BUFFE
baby showers, holiday parties,
business meetings, and any other occasion.
Private party room seating 90 people

Full service bar • TV • FREE WiFi!

(908) 620-1888
711 East 1st Ave., Roselle, NJ

HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

With this coupon.
$ 5.00 OFF FOR 2
$3.00 OFF FOR 2 Cannot
be combined
with other offers.
ADULT LUNCH BUFFET Expires June 15, 2015 ADULT DINNER BUFFET

11:00 – 10:00
11:00 – 10:00
11:00 – 10:00
11:00 – 10:00
11:00 – 10:30
11:30 – 10:30
12:00 – 9:00

With this coupon.
Cannot be combined
with other offers.
Expires June 15, 2015
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PHOTOS BY ETORE “HECTOR” CONFORTI
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(above) Hector covered the trial for
"The Most Hated Man in the
(above, l-r) One of Hector’s shots of World", Bruno Richard Hauptmann
(above, l-r) Two photos from a roll of film that the SS Morro Castle ship wrecked on who received the death penalty for
Hector Conforti shot of a train accident where the cost of Asbury Park in 1934. The committing "The Crime of the
Century", the abduction and murder
passenger cars derailed and fell from the
ship caught fire during its journey
of the son of Charles Lindbergh in
elevated tracks. The trestle over South Street from Havana, Cuba to New York,
1935.
had to be braced during the months-long repair. killing 137 passengers.
“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Since 1918

BYOB

NOW OPEN S
ON MONDAYS
&TUESDAY

908-354-1887

check us out at merchantcircle.com, keyword: Santillo’s

CranfordBistro.com

PARTIES & CATERING AVAILABLE

10 SOUTH AVE, CRANFORD, NJ 07016

(908) 497-1990

WE DELIVER

639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
al & lorraine Santillo, Proprietors
State-wide winner Inside Jersey Magazine, Aug. 2011
Critic’s Choice: Best Pizza New Jersey Monthly, Aug. 2010/2011

Breakfast
Lunch
& Dinner
461 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ (Formerly Joanne’s Luncheonette, located in Peterstown on the corner of Loomis Street.)
Call ahead for carryout

908-355-3513

www.facebook.com/Shaans Deli and Mart
• Lotto • Candy
• Soda • Groceries
• Boars Head
by the Pound

Milk Shakes

Sandwiches

Eggs • Omeletts
Breakfast meats

20% OFF

Hot Soups
Fruit Smoothies

qaut

Ice Cream
in Bowls
& Cones,
Desserts
& Snacks

ON LUNCH SPECIAL
With this coupon. Expiration 6/15/15
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SCHOOL #15 KINDERGARTEN CLASS OF 1940

AMERICAN
Plumbing & Heating
Supply Company

This photo was supplied by Phil Borsellino who is in
the first boy in the front row, holding a schnauzer. He
knows that the the last boy in the back row is Nick Netta
and the boy teo seats to Nick’s right is Joe Miori. The boy
in the fourth seat from the left in the front row is Butch
Laspinoso.

461 ELIZABETH AVENUE
ELIZABETH, NJ 07206

Phil was born October 19, 1935. He and his surviving
classmates would and will be eighty years old this year.
Phil would like to share the photo to see if the readers
of the Peterstown newspaper and visitors to
www.facebook.com/PeterstownNJ and
www.rennamedia.com can ID anyone.

These photos and other Peterstown photos can be found
on the website RennaMedia.com
Like us on Facebook facebook.com/PeterstownNJ

(908) 354-2288
fax: (908) 354-4901

• Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Ceramic • Resilient •
Over 13 years
of experience

HOLLYWOOD
CARPET AND FLOORING

Offering Residential Garbage Collection
Cranford, NJ

Residential • Commercial

FREE Estimates
Free Delivery In Elizabeth Area
10% Discount with this ad.

Warehouse Prices • All Major Brands

908-353-3500

We speak English, Italian and Spanish.
Fully insured

631 Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Fax: 908-353-3505

973.424.9642
Fax: 973.424.9643

Email: jerzeecarting@aol.com

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE

Tel: (908) 352-6355

Fax: (908) 351-2753

Third avenue & loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07206
J. DeSalvo

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT
Late Model Foreign & American New & Used
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission
• Auto Glass • Computers
• Tail Lights • Doors
• Fenders • AC Compressors

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up
24 HR Service
732-381-2646

Night Towing 732-496-1633
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 6/28/15.

bob & richie

ARE
STILL
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE HERE

The Donahue Family
Since 1929

908-353-6389

P RO F E S S I O NA L AU TO S E RV I C E
675 Newark Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
Inspections $19.95 & up • Emission Repair

908-289-9797

American owned and operated

25% OFF LABOR
With this ad. Expires 6/15/15.

www.elizabethautoglass.com
JUNK CARS
www.elizabethautowrecking.com
WANTED
450 Rt. 1 at 635 Garden St., Elizabeth, NJ 07202
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Open 7 days

FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your Laundry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash
All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178
908-353-0418
1068-80 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
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