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SLOW AND STEADY WINS THE RACE

T

he only people getting rich from books on how to get rich are the authors.
There are no secrets to success. There are plenty of models out there to
follow. The key to success is one's own integrity. No mater how much material
wealth one gains, if they compromise their value system, then they are failures.

The following profile should serve as a model for a Peterstown
infomercial for success. It stresses how Mike LoBrace of Michelino's
stayed true to his values to be where he is today. Mike just opened his
eighth establishment, including a pizzeria, a cafe, restaurant and bar.
Even though Mike LoBrace worked in pizzerias and restaurants since
he was 13 years old, he did not rely on his street smarts to accomplish all
that he has. Mike's mother stressed the importance of education and he
took her advice and earned two degrees from Rutgers University, one in
Italian Literature and another in Economics. He did his graduate work at
St. John's University and picked up a masters degree in Finance.
It took a combination of his experience in and out of school to make
things work. There are many talented people who never reach their
potential because they are one dimensional. Mike is an artist in the
kitchen but he can also market his craft. He has personally run every
aspect of his business and then recruited quality employees and trained
(above, l-r) Marie Cirone and partner Luis Gonzalez sit at
them. His staff is an extension of his work ethics. His partners Jerry Nigro
the bar in Luis' Place in Clark, NJ, while Amanda (Iazzetta)
and Sal Davi, though they are not in the lime light, are equally
Sodano tends. Luis, a native of Puerto Rico, graduated from
responsible for the success of the day to day operations.
the school of hard knocks to realize his American dream, to
His book smarts gave Mike his ability to manage his complex business
open his own restaurant, which he did one year ago.
but it's his upbringing that allows him to make the right choices. Mike
credits his Uncle Tony for teaching him to do the right thing and his
mother, Millie, who taught him how to treat people. His business philosophy is based on their teachings. Life is about choices and
Michelino's is committed to choosing to do what is right in business, in the way they treat their customers, and their employees.
Mike's strategy for success: First, he rewards employees for their hard work, initiative and loyalty. Michelino's has a very low
employee turnaround. Second, he is focused on customer service. Michelino's only uses the best ingredients, his food is priced right
and, most importantly, Mike personally responds to any concern a customer would have with his service.
In the big picture Mike realized that work is the biggest consumer of a persons time so instead of separating his personal life from his
work, his job is part of his life. His family is his number one priority and he never
looses sight of that. They are included in every choice he makes.
Mike started his business when he was 27 years old. The
opportunity was there; and though his professors may have told him it
may not be a good time to start he knew better. He knew there is
never a good time to start. Business is a risk and the food business is
the riskiest. There is always justification for putting it off. His wife,
who was expecting their first child, could have nixed the
decision right away.
Mike got in the business for the long haul. His
business plan wasn't some get rich quick scheme, he didn't
want an overpriced food boutique or a high volume pizza
factory. He wanted some place that he would be
comfortable in and that his family would be comfortable
in. Money was not the motivation but his finance degree
made sure it was not overlooked. Mike knew that in time
the money would come. In the meantime he was going to
take it slow and steady and enjoy the ride.

(left, l-r) Mike LoBrace, Sal Davi and Jerry Nigro
combined hard work and business savvy to build
Michelino's Pizzeria into an impressive business which
includes four locations and a recent expansion into a
4,800 square foot restaurant, bar, and lounge. Despite
the size, it still has the flavor of a family business.
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PRESS RELEASES
Press Releases that benefit the community of
Peterstown are offered free of charge. Every effort
will be made to accommodate appropriate articles
when time and space allows. Send any info in early.
ADVERTISERS: CALL TINA RENNA
908-709-0530
Visit our website.
Leave a message
on our Peterstown
Message board.

Printed on
Recycled Paper

Dear Editor,
I happened to receive a copy of your paper
from a relative and I was so pleased with the fond
memories your paper generated. I'll look forward
to receiving your paper and search the pages to
find photos and stories of some of my old friends.
Sincerely, Tim Kaczmarek
Brick, NJ

Hello Joe,
The Ambulance Service of Elizabeth is forming a
Special Operations Response Team (SORT) and is
looking for donations so the team could be set up.
Donations would cover (vehicles, maintenance,
equipment, supplies, etc.) The team will be used to
respond to large scale incidents or large events.
Eventually we will assist all of Union County
and bordering counties EMS agencies if a large
incident occurs (plane crashes, train derailments,
multi car accidents, large fires, collapses, flooding,
hazmat incidents, hurricanes, snow/ice storms,
power outrages, terrorist attack, water emergencies,
festivals, sidewalk sales, concerts, etc.)
Best Regards,
Carlos Gomez
Vice President, EMBA Local 1
Elizabeth NJ, 07201
cgomezvp@gmail.com

POSTAL WORKERS ARE PART OF THE FAMILY
Each year, the Letter Carrier's Union treats their
retiree's to a free party at Big Stash's Restaurant in
Linden, NJ. The party has been a tradition going on five
years. Current employees are welcome to buy a ticket to
the event and many do. There's a kinship that is shared
among the group that is unique. The common bond has
no age or gender boundaries.
Angelo Nigro retired from the post office after
working there 35 years. That was ten years ago but he
still goes back to visit old friends about two to three
times a week. Angelo walked his route in Hillside during
his entire tenure. As a side note, Angelo was known as
"The Singing Mailman". He was not shy about
serenading the people on his route while he was
delivering. Angelo actually wrote over 75 songs in his
lifetime and would perform when opportunity arose. He
once appeared on the Joe Franklin Show.
Norman Harris was also in attendance at the last get
together. Norman also retired after a post office record of
38 years. He also had the distinct accomplishment of
spending his entire career on one route, and that was in

the Peterstown section of Elizabeth. Harris met with
Denise Wilson at the event and they both shared their
experiences of working the same route. Norman had such
a long presence in the neighborhood that he felt that he
was related to those on his route. In turn he says he was
treated like family.

Tricky Tray
Auction

THE VALLATESE
LADIES SOCIETY

(above) Angelo Nigro, Denise Wilson and Norman
Harris mingle at an annual event for retired postal
workers hosted by their union.
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Dear Friends and neighbors,
On Tuesday, November 8,
2005, our father Michael J.
Mariano, age 79, formerly of
Peterstown, Roselle and Scotch Plains
lost his battle with lung cancer. For all
who knew him, he never met a
stranger and was always full of life.
In his younger day’s he lived at several
locations on Palmer Street with his
Michael J. Mariano
parents, Charlie and Frances
7/12/26 – 11/8/05
Mariano and his sisters Esther and
Anna.
In 1945 he was drafted into the Army and was stationed in Manila,
Philippines and then Hiroshima, Japan after the bomb was dropped.
In 1951, he married Doris T. DeMarzo of Second Avenue and
wound up on Rankin Street which is where my sister, Dareen and I
grew up. He was a pigeon fancier and he and his father were known as
C. Mariano and Son Loft. We attended St. Anthony’s Grammar
School and church until we moved to Roselle in 1967.
To honor our father, a Memorial Plaque on the Oncology Floor
(3rd) at Overlook Hospital in Summit, NJ has been installed. He was
such a jovial friend to everyone he met especially all his friends in
Peterstown. He just loved going back to the Peterstown Senior Club
functions and did so every chance he got. He will be sadly missed.
On behalf of our family, I would like to thank everyone for all the
kindnesses expressed to us and our mother Doris during this time of
loss.
Franceen Mariano Reeher
Baton Rouge, LA

FRIDAY MARCH 31

is planning an

ATLANTIC CITY BUS RIDE
to the Sands Casino on

St. Anthony's Cafeteria

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2006.

853 Third Avenue, Elizabeth

2 busses will leave from the Club
on the corner of

Doors will open at 7 p.m.
Tickets for admission are $6.00
Food and beverages will be sold
Under 18 not permitted.
For more information call:
St. Anthony's School 908-352-7419

HIGH ST. & 4TH AVE.,
ELIZABETH
at 10:30 a.m.
Sandwiches and beverage will be served.
For more information,
call Jo at (732)882-0210
or Nancy at (908)925-3816

Editor’s Opinion
everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna

The stage is set for "The next big thing". The new
captains of industry will be those who take the lead in
developing alternative fuels. There is a call for the next
Henry Ford or Bill Gates to step up.
This country needs a strong leader to get the wheels
turning. It is obvious that it isn't going to be the
government. The need to develop an alternative energy
source so that we are not dependent on foreign oil has
been an out cry since the crisis in the 1970's. It was
President Carter back then who insisted on the change.
Now it's George W. Bush echoing the same sentiments.
Thirty years have gone by and the initiative is still not a
priority.
The advances being made in alternative fuel are
marginal at best. The effort won't be significant until the
government and large corporations flip the switch and
say it is. Our country has proven that in the time of
need we can accomplish anything. Our system is geared
for innovation. Our only limitation is human nature.
In a capitalist society, what is most profitable wins
out. Right now developing alternative fuel would be a
drain on resources. Until there is a promise of profit the
money makers will be sticking with what they have.
The one thing that spikes profitability is crisis and I
don't want to wait for another crises before we act. If we
started our commitment in the 1970's maybe the
solution would be at hand. As it stands, thirty years from
now, our president will be demanding congress "to pass
legislation that makes America more secure and less
dependent on foreign energy". No doubt that the speech
will follow another disaster or crisis that points to the oil
powers.
The question is, who will lead the charge if not
government or big business? Can someone do it in spite
of them? Conspirators claim that government and big

POWER CIVICS
TRAINING
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Aggravated? Get Activated!

business have actually dwarfed efforts in development
of alternative fuels. The theory is interesting but hard
to believe. The person who takes the lead in
developing a viable energy source to rival oil will be
richer and more powerful than all the oil companies
combined. It would be nice if the ecology and world
peace were the motivation for change but if it's money
that stirs the pot, so be it.
We should be steering our students today into fields
that will be prominent in the energy industry in the
future. If the movie "The Graduate" was made today,
someone would have whispered "alternative fuels" into
the ear of young Benjamin instead of the word
"plastics".

Not for Nothing But..
I wonder if someone
whispered "computer
operating system" in
Bill Gates' ear while
floating in a pool.

Learn how regular folks can remove barriers to citizen
participation in local government, and become more
effective self-advocates within their hometowns.

MARCH 9, 2006 7:00 pm FREE
CRANFORD COMMUNITY CENTER
220 Walnut Ave, Cranford, NJ
This training is being hosted by the Union County
Watchdog Assoc. www.unioncountywatchdog.org/

UNION COUNTY RESIDENTS ARE BEING
OFFERED A FREE LESSON ON ACCESSING
THEIR LOCAL POWER CENTERS
Union County citizens are getting a free class on the
political skills to effectively self-advocate and participate
in municipal government. This new course taught by the
Citizens' Campaign, and sponsored by Common Cause
NJ, the Center for Civic Responsibility, and the Union
County Watchdog Association will teach citizens how to
be more effective advocates for whatever issues they may
have within their own communities.
Citizens throughout New Jersey have used the
information in this course to change the structure of their
town's government and to enact local good government
legislation. Learn what your paths to power are as a
regular citizen with no money and very little time.
Each participant will receive a free copy of The
Citizens' Manual: Paths to Power for Regular Citizens, a
resource book of legal rights and political skills for citizen
participation in local government.
The training will be held on Thursday, March 9th at
7:00 pm at the Cranford Community Center, 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, NJ. For more information and to
reseve your seat, please contact Tina at (908)709-0530, or
email at tinarenna@unioncountywatchdog.org. You can
visit www.JoinTheCampaign.com for more information
on the Citizens' Campaign.

IN MEMORY OF PAUL RENNA, HE WAS SOMETHING SPECIAL

(left) Paul Renna
and his son, Anthony.
childhood friends from Peterstown and St. Anthony's
grammar school came to pay their respects. County
workers who knew him over the past two decades also
visited. It was his present crew that served as pall bearers
and who were visibly shaken by the loss of their buddy.
Three county trucks led the procession of cars from St.
Anthony's Church to Rosedale Cemetery in Linden. At
one point the procession rolled up South Avenue
alongside Elizabeth High School. At the time the school
was in the middle of a fire drill and the entire student body
quietly lined both sides of the street. The students stood in
silence as the motorcade advanced, they knew the funeral
was for the son of Angela Renna, who has worked in the
offices of the Elizabeth public school system for 30 years.
The student body has the utmost respect for her and they
wanted to show their sympathy.
Paul's death was a great loss to the community of people
who knew him because he was an example of how to live
according to what is important, while others are wheeling
and dealing and chasing superficial goals. During his life
Paul showed us what was important and in his death he
shows us that life is too short for anything else.

(left) This decal was
designed by Paul's coworker, friend and
fellow musician,
Bobby Martinez.
The guys he worked
with wanted to
honor Paul with a
decal applied to the
truck that he drove.
Playing music was a passion
for Paul and so the decal incorporates a
silhouette of a base guitar,
Paul's instrument.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Don’t miss an issue! Have Around About Peterstown
delivered to your home or office.
Fill out the form below and mail it
along with a check for $15.00
for 1 year subscription (6 issues) payable to:
PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016
Name_____________________________________
Company__________________________________
Address ___________________________________
_________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________
A few back issues are sold out.
Get all back issues available for $15.

"

On the evening of December 16, 2005 Paul Renna
passed away quietly in his sleep. He was just 39 years old
and his unexpected death sent a shock wave through
those who knew him. His family, friends, and co-workers.
Paul was a pretty unique guy. He was without malice
and loved life. Paul treated others with respect and went
out of his way to help. His most outstanding trait was his
ability to lift the spirits of others, through his humor and
his basic happy demeanor.
Ask his co-workers and they will all say that he made
the work place fun. His presence made the time fly by in
what would other wise be a day of drudgery. Paul worked
for the Road Department of the County of Union. He
was a heavy machine operator. He worked for the county
for 19 years and always on crews doing the toughest most
physical work there was.
Paul and his department were responsible for
maintaining public roads, a basic safety need of the
people. There was no faking this job. It was hard,
physical work. The men in his crew relied on each other
to get the job done. The bond between Paul and his coworkers was close. One can only hope to have
friendships so strong.
Paul enjoyed his life and wanted others to enjoy
theirs. Paul dealt with daily challenges differently than
most people. He practiced acceptance and patience and
made the best of every situation. He would try to relieve
stress in others though he may have been stressed
himself.
Paul's priorities were in the right place. He was an
honorable guy. Someone who could be trusted and who
could be counted on. He loved his family more than
anything, his mother, Angela; his wife, Laureen and
their seven year old son, Anthony; his sister Angela, and
brother Nick. He extended that love to include his
extended family and friends. There was only one side of
Paul Renna. It was refreshing.
Paulie's wake and funeral was a testament of how
much he was liked. Along with his extended family,

A NEW LOOK AT THE POLICE ACTIVITIES LEAGUE (PAL)

4
Feb 06

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The
businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support
by patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising,
we will keep printing.
Advertising starts at $45 for a business card size ad, up
to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an
ad can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530.
ADVERTISER
PAGE
All Jersey Realty ............................................................23
Alliance Plumbing & Heating.......................................18
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Dimensions A Total Salon............................................. 5
Dr. Nicholas Cicchetti, D.M.D. .................................... 6
Dr. Danielle Damelio, Chiropratic Sports Medicine..... 4
Dr. Jorge Matos, Orthodontics....................................... 6
Dr. James J. Mauti, M.D. & Sports Medicine Physician . 4
Dr. Nicholas Palmieri, Chiropratic Sports Medicine .... 4
Dr. Frank Paternostro, D.M.D. ...................................... 6
Dr. Aristo Carranza, D.D.S............................................ 6
Dr. Joseph M. Schulman, Family Practice..................... 8
Dovtails Antiques and Auctioneers .............................. 5
Drew Memorial Company .............................................. 6
Elizabeth Auto Wrecking & Auto Glass .......................16
Elizabeth Beauty Spa...................................................... 5
Elizabeth Yellow Cab .....................................................18
Gran Centurions............................................................15
Jacobson's Distribution Co. ...........................................19
Jersey Window Factory ..................................................20
Joanne's Luncheonette ..................................................14
La Cucnia Restaurant ....................................................14
Law office of Prince and Portnoi ...................................16
Leonard Funeral Home .................................................. 6
Liberty State Insurance..................................................16
Luis Place Fine Dining and Lounge...............................15
M & M Construction.....................................................20
Mario’s Trattoria.............................................................10
Michelino’s Midtown Cafe ............................................12
Michelino’s Pizzeria........................................................13
Mike Musso Ceramic Tile Installed...............................18
Millennium Home Mortgage.........................................21
Miracle Plaza..................................................................17
New Jersey Realty Firm..................................................21
O'Donnell Agency.........................................................16
Paola’s Deli & Meat Market ..........................................14
Pavel Construction ........................................................20
Petruccelli Funeral Home .............................................. 6
Phyllis' Specialty Cakes .................................................16
Pinho’s Bakery................................................................14
RE/MAX 2000 Realty....................................................22
RE/MAX Action Group Realty.....................................21
RE/MAX Properties Unlimited .....................................23
Rocco Auto Service.......................................................16
Rokn' Joe........................................................................11
Rosa Agency ..................................................................23
Sacco’s Meat Market......................................................14
Santillo’s Brick Oven Pizza ............................................14
Spirito’s Restaurant........................................................14
Supreme Dental Lab ...................................................... 6
Terminal One Sports Bar & Grill................................... 8
Third Generation Mortgages........................................ 21
Tomasso Brothers ...........................................................20
Tommy's Pizza ................................................................14
Topas of Spain................................................................10
Trinitas Hospital Sleep Disorder Clinic ........................ 5
Video Data Services.......................................................16
Village Drug and Liquor Store....................................... 7
Villani Bus Company.....................................................18
Weichert Realtors ..........................................................24

The Elizabeth Police Activities League (PAL) started
their first ever Girls Basketball team. The program was
the brain child of officer Michael Tropeano, who
resurrected the boys basketball team two years ago.
Tropeano, who was raised in Elizabeth and has been
on the job for seven years, saw a void in the activities for
the youth in the area. He has always been involved in
community and youth programs and saw the need to
bring more opportunities to play to local youth. He
presented his idea to Police Director James Cosgrove and
Elizabeth's Mayor Chris Bollwage and they gave Mike
the support he needed to get the programs started.
After two years the boys program has grown to about
30 players, 15 playing on an under 14 team and 15
playing on an under 12 team. In their first year the girls
team attracted 12 players under 15. Tropeano is looking
to establish more teams and is starting a campaign to
attract more participants.
Tropeano and the coaches are volunteering all their
time. Though the PAL has the support of the city and
police department the programs really rely on the
generosity of individuals and businesses. The cost for

equipment, uniforms, transportation and tournament fees
are always a concern. Mike has received some great
support already, for instance, last year, a local
businessman donated the cost for new uniforms.
The teams practice and play their home games in
Erxleber Recreation Center located in Droter Field in
the Bayway section of Elizabeth. The program runs year
round and includes road trips to various tournaments.
Elizabeth PAL teams have played in the 2006 National
PAL Basketball Tournament, Union County Basketball
League, North Brunswick Basketball March Madness,
Our Lady of Peace Annual Rev. Gerald P. Kelly
Memorial Invitational Tournament, Clark Winter
Tournament and the Garden State Basketball League.
Anyone who would like to play or knows someone
who would like to play should call
Mike Tropeano at 908-354-9725
or email him at trope@aol.com.
Any individual or business who would like to
make a donation should also contact Tropeano.
Donations should be made payable to
Elizabeth PAL, PO Box 9742, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.

(above) Elizabeth Police Activities League 2005 - 2006, N.J. Family Care, Basketball Team
UNISEX

• Tanning • Massage •Nails •Relaxer •Facials •
• Hair Cut •Waxing •Make up •Pedicure •
• Hair Coloring & Hi Light •

732-636-6677
1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

PROFESSIONAL STYLISTS

(908) 352-4581

Alexandra, Anna Maria & Yolima

Fax (908) 352-3171

656 3rd Ave. Corner of South 7th St. Elizabeth, NJ

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician
DR. JOSEPH M. SCHULMAN
Family Physician
Complete Family Medical Care
Chiropractic Care
Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036

DANIELLE DAMELIO, D.C.
A FUNCTIONAL APPROACH TO WELLNESS

CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS MEDICINE REHABILITATION
12 James St. Morristown, NJ 07960 (908) 432-4334
546 Magie Ave Elizabeth, NJ 07208 (908) 353-3800
www.DrDamelio.com

(right) Elizabeth's Police Director James Cosgrove and Mayor Chris Bollwage
accepts a ball signed by the members of Elizabeth's first PAL Girls Basketball Team.
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(below, Standing, l-r) Coach Cynthia Champagne, Taianna Thomas, Adjie Currie,
Lianabel Bottero, Heather Mear, Janasia Swinson, Coach Ralph Mear.
(kneeling) Dynesha Frazier, Chelsea Tropeano, and Michael Tropeano. Ball girl is Amber Tropeano.
Missing from Photo are Karriema Hines and Quanesa Lanier.
Players are students attending Cleveland, Roosevelt, St. Mary's
and St. Anthony's Grammar schools in Elizabeth.

Designers Gallery
FINE ART AND CUSTOM FRAMING

Stop in and enjoy
our images of Italy
by Park, Shvaiko and Salvano
We also specialize in
sports memorabilia framing
Clarkton Shopping Center
(732) 381-6093
1071 Raritan Rd. • Clark, NJ
Next to DiCosmo's

• artifacts
• implements
• antiques
• candles
• gifts and
accessories
• buy
• sell
• consign
• estate sales
conducted

Jean Pascarella
6 Eastman Street
Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 709-1638
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FREE JOB TRAINING
Project Ready
will be
accepting applications
for its winter job
preparedness program
Friday, February 17
at 9:30 a.m. sharp.
Applicants should be prepared
to stay for 2 hours.
The FREE 6 week program
will begin the following
Monday at 9:00 am.
Basic computer skills will be taught
including Microsoft Word, Excel
and navigating the internet
as well as resume writing
and interview techniques.

Project Ready
is located within
St. Joseph's
Social Service Center
118 Division St. in Elizabeth.
For more information please call
(908)353-1045
or visit www.projectready.org.

PROJECT READY - WILLING AND ABLE
Project Ready, a component of St. Joseph's Social
Service Center, exists as a means of providing job
readiness training skills to those economically
disadvantaged who seek to become a financially
independent part of the work force. Our clients are those
who fall between the cracks of eligibility for other state
and federal programs.
The twenty-one day program has two equal parts;
teaching basic computer skills and working on personal
qualities necessary for successful employment. In today's
technical workplace, while basic skills are considered
irreducible minimums for low job skill jobs, they do not
guarantee a career. In one month our candidates receive
eighteen hours instruction in data entry, eighteen hours
in Microsoft Word and nine hours in Internet
techniques. The balance of time spent is taken up with
interview techniques, resume writing, interpersonal
relationships, the job search and want ads. We estimate
our success rate to be about 40%-that being the ability to
land a job and keep it for a period of at least six months.
Before being accepted into the program, the intake
interview determines whether the applicants can
successfully complete the program. If they do not have a
high school diploma they are referred out to a GED
program. If their knowledge of English is limited they are

referred to an ESL program. Our census can run from as
low as four to a high of thirteen. Anyone who meets our
standards is accepted. The group make up has been fairly
consistent through the years-38% Hispanic, 60% AfroAmerican, 2% Anglo.
For some this is an introduction into a world of
responsibility, of set hours, self management and self
esteem. They have taken step one toward improving their
status. Before we send them out on the job hunt, we help
them secure proper clothing and help with their personal
appearances.
Because of their precarious financial status, our
enrollees are hard pressed to find funds for out of town job
interviews, and even worse, when successful, is having to
manage transportation costs for one to two weeks before
receiving their first paycheck.
Project Ready assumes responsibility for this expense,
which currently costs $2,500 a year for bus tickets. One of
our recent successful clients obtained a job in West
Windsor, a commute from Elizabeth of more than an hour,
but felt it worth it as the job paid $10.50 an hour.
The teaching staff is made up of seventeen former
teachers and business people, volunteers all. The project
director and part time administrative assistant, a graduate
of the program, are the only paid personnel.

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Jennifer D. Marzarella, D.M.D.
Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

Supreme Dental
Quality Craftsmanship
Specializing in
Removable Dentures

SD

18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463

628 3rd Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07202-3945

Fax: (908) 245-0969

Joe Firetto
(908) 558-1143

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

Petruccelli
Funeral Home

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO. D.M.D.

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!

HOME FOR FUNERALS
WILLIAM A. LEONARD, Owner NJ - Lic #2983
JEFFREY F. BISHOP, Manager NJ -

Lic #3520

Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours
Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment
908-353-2316

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299
232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Memorial Craftsmen

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.
ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396
16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802
(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)

Monuments • Headstones • Markers
Granite - Bronze
Cemetery Lettering
WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

George Umansky, DDS
FAMILY DENTISTRY
Emergencies Seen Same day
• Extractions Root Canal Therapy
(nerve treatment)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Full & Partial Denture
• Implant Dentistry & Restoration
• Most dentures Repaired
the same day
• Cosmetic Bonding, Bleaching
Laminates

908-355-8454

www.Bestdentalgroup.com

Mon. .......9-5
Tues. ......10-7
Wed..........9-3

•
•
•
•

Jessie H. Sioco, DDS
Gentle Care
State-of-the-Art Equipment
Steam Sterilization

New Patients

CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Specialist in
Adult and Child
Orthodontics

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
Senior Citizen Courtesy
Tagalog

Free Consultation

Se Habla Espanol

419 Rahway Avenue
Elizabeth

(2 blocks from Elmora Ave.
Thurs......10-7 Intersection, next to Wendy’s)
Fri. .........10-7
Sat. ...........9-3

aqy

EXAM • F.M.S.
X-RAYS
CLEANING
CONSULTATION

908-352-5331
242 West Jersey Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Special not valid with insurance.
Regular Price: $260.
Must present this coupon.
only
Expiration 4/15/06.

English, Portuguese and Spanish Speaking
Office Hours By Appointment Only
(weekends and evenings)

(908) 354-4428
520 Westfield Ave., Suite 206 • Elizabeth, NJ 07208
doctor@matosorthodontics.com
530 Park Ave., Suite 1G • New York, NY 10021

(212) 758-0040
NJ Specialty Permit No. 5151

Be sure to Plan Ah a
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BE PART OF OUR 2007 CALENDAR MAILED TO EVERY
The 2006 town planners have been distributed and
HOUSEHOLD IN TOWN!

Worrall Community Newspapers has begun selling ad
space in the 2007 edition. Space is limited and fills
quickly so businesses are encouraged to reserve early or
they may be shut out. The Town Planner is a popular
keepsake that Worrall has been publishing since 1999.
The calendar features
• Special Events
• Municipal Services
• School Schedules
• Phone Directory
• Emergency Information
• Recycling Schedules
• Sports Schedules
• and much more!
Organizations and municipalities are encouraged to
submit service schedules and special events dates for
inclusion.
Town planners are mailed to every household in the
towns where they are distributed and in some
communities, every business also receive them. Rates are
affordable, starting at just $195. The exposer a business
gets from a calender is unmatched. A calendar works all
day, every day, all year long.
If anyone is interested in finding out more about the
Town Planner, or would like to place an ad, please feel
free to call Joe Renna at Worrall Community
Newspapers 908-686-7700 ext. 142.

Advertising opportunities
available in:
o Berkeley Heights
o Clark
o Cranford
o Fanwood
o Garwood
o Kenilworth
o Linden
o Maplewood
o Mountainside
o New Providence
o Rahway
o Roselle Park
o Scotch Plains
o South Orange
o Springfield
o Summit
o Union
o Westfield
o West Orange

e d

FOR INFORMATION ON ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES CALL JOE RENNA AT 908- 686-7700 ext. 142

A CALENDAR WORKS ALL DAY, EVERY DAY, ALL YEAR LONG.

VILLAGE

SCOTCH HILLS

DRUGS & LIQUORS

Pharmacy & Surgicals

Supplying all your health care & liquor needs

1233 Magie Ave. • Union

2391 Mountain Ave. • Scotch Plains

Serving our neighborhood for over 40 years

908-353-8200

Fax: 908-965-0838

908-889-2323

Fax: 908-889-5588

PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED WHILE YOU WAIT Pick-up & Delivery available
We accept Medicaid/Medicare & most insurance plans including locals 472 & 172

SURGICAL & HOME HEALTH CARE PRODUCTS • WHEEL CHAIR RENTALS
10¢

Special orders filled for any medical supply and perscription
COPIES • FAX SERVICE • GREETING CARDS • SENIOR CITIZEN
Union Store Only

10% Discount
on all wines
by the case
Liquor Dept. Hours:
Mon-Sat:
9 am-9 pm
Sun:
12 pm-2 pm

DISCOUNTS

NEW

• NJ LOTTERY
• CIGARETTES
AND CIGARS
• MONEY ORDERS
& MONEY GRAM

FOR KIDS

Medication in flavors:

Apple
Banana
Cherry
Grape
Orange
Strawberry
Watermelon
WE NOW CARRY

Pharmacy Dept. Hours:
Mon-Fri:
9 am-7 pm
Sat:
9 am-5 pm
Sun:
9 am-2 pm

Scotch Plains Hours:
Mon-Fri:
9 am-7 pm
Sat:
9 am-5 pm
Sun:
9 am-2 pm

Owner/Pharmacist
Naren “Nick” Yasa

HOW DO YOU KNOW TOM KACZMAREK?
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(above) Tom Kaczmarek in 1946
training at Kirk Center in Peterstown
as an amateur boxer.

Tom Kaczmarek was born and raised on the outskirts
of Peterstown and like many teenage boys at the time, he
spent a lot of time in Kirk Center on First Avenue. In
particular Tom signed up for the famed boxing program
that was run out of the basement gym, Tony Orlando Sr.,
presiding.
Kaczmarek was born in 1928, but he is familiar to
many people for one reason or another. Throughout his
life, Tom was involved in various careers that brought
him in contact with many people from much different
backgrounds. Not only does his contemporaries have
fond memories from his school days back in Elizabeth but
future generations of school kids also know his face
though they can't quite figure out from where. As it goes,
if you went to St. Anthony's Grammar School you
probably bought your uniform shoes from Tom, owner of
Circus Shoe Shop on the corner of Second and Elizabeth
Avenues. Tom owned the shoe store for 27 years from
1949 to 1076 with a three year break from 1951 to 1953
when he served in the US Army as a second Leutenant.
Tom Kaczmarek also became well known at the
county level, this time it was for being a public servant.
Kaczmarek served as Councilman in Clark, NJ from 1965
to '68, at which point he was elected mayor. As mayor he
hosted boxing shows as fund raisers for town youth
programs including a fully equipped gym in Clark. He is
proud to have lead the fight to save Oakridge Golf
Course form industrial development. Kaczmarek served
as Mayor until 1972 when he was elected Union County
Freeholder, where he served for two years before being
appointed by Governor Brendan T. Byrne as
Commissioner of the New Jersey Violent Crimes
Compensation Board. He retired from the post in 1991.
Though Tom received recognition state-wide for his
governmental work, it was his involvement in boxing
that gave him world wide exposure. Following a short
amateur and professional boxing career from 1946 to
1949. It should be noted that his boxing career was short
in duration only. in the four years that he boxed,
Kaczmarek had 28 fights. His amateur record was 8 wins

and 1 loss. His amateur career started in January and
ended six months later in July when he turned pro. Tom's
pro record was 11 wins, 5 losses and 3 draws. He retired
at the age of 20.
Kaczmarek will not be remembered in the boxing
game as a fighter but instead as a judge. Tom loved the
sport of boxing and continued his involvement as a judge
and has done so for 56 years. Tom has traveled the world
a few times over judging some of the most prestigious
championship bouts. He can easily estimate that he
judged over 1,800 bouts and 155 world and regional
championship fights in the United States, Mexico,
Europe, Asia and Australia.
Tom used his experience to train other judges around
the world. He also authored a book and DVD "You Be
the Boxing Judge", which explains the strategies and the
mind-sets needed to score boxing matches using the 10point must system.
Kaczmarek judged championship fights between
Duran and Barkley, Leonard and Hearns, Holyfield and
Foreman, Lewis and Klitschko. He was judge at
championship fights for Buddy McGirt, Roy Jones, Jr.,
Bernard Hopkins. Oscar De la Hoya, and Arturo Gotti.
The list seems endless. Two experiences that still stand
out in Tom's memory has more to do with the audience
at the fight than the fight itself. One was a 1993 WBC
Super Featherweight Championship fight between
Azumah Nelson and Gabriel Ruelas, in Azteca Stadium
in Mexico City that drew 136,000 paid attendance, an
all-time record. Three years later, in 1996, Luisito
Espinosa and Cesar Soto fought for the Featherweight
Championship in Manila in the Philippines. This time
admission was free and President Fidel Ramos declared it
Boxing Day. 300,000 showed up. Kaczmarek was in the
center of the action.
Now when people run into Tom and try to remember
where they know his face, they usually don't remember
that they saw him last year Ringside on HBO, or at a
town council meeting in the 70's or that he was the guy
who sold them their saddle shoes in the 5th grade.

Not for Nothing But..
when people say that
something about Tom
(above) Tom's book "You Be
The Boxing Judge!", and his
DVD are available by contacting
him at tkacmzrek@aol.com or by
visiting www.tvboxingjudge.com

(above) Tom Kaczmarek, looking thru the ropes ringside,
judging a fight in the Taj Mahal Casino in Atlantic City, NJ.

Kaczmarek rings a bell,
they

are

right.

CAMPUS
INN
SPORTS BAR & GRILL
“A Nice Place Where Nice People Meet”
ALL PRO AND
BEST BURGERS
C
O
LLEGE GAMES
IN TOWN
Charcoal Grill Kitchen
open til 1 am

NHL/NBA/NC
AA MARCH MADN
ESS

Z Pool Table
Z 16 T.V.s
Z DJ - Every Wednesday Night
MONDAYS $1.50 Mugs
TUESDAYS $2.00 Pints
WEDNESDAYS $6 for 6 Nips
THURSDAYS $6 Pitchers
SATURDAYS $2.25 Shots (8-10 pm)

498 North Avenue, Union, NJ
(2 blocks from Kean University)

908-354-6693

SPORTS BAR • GRILL • LOUNGE
LUNCH & DINNER
• Kitchen open till 2 a.m.
• Large International Menu
• Charcoal Grill:
- Chicken, Ribs and Rodizio
• Eat in or take out

566 U.S. Highway Rt 1&9, Elizabeth, NJ
(908) 354-3685 • Fax: (908) 289-9493
www.terminal-one.com
Open 7 Days a Week
HAPPY HOUR
3 pm to 6 pm $1.00 Domestic Drafts

2nd FLOOR LOUNGE
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Fri. & Sat.

- Salsa Night
- $2.00 Beers
- Karaoke
- 80’s Night
- Chill out lounge

REUNION PLANS FOR ST. ANTHONY’S CLASS OF ’66

9
Feb 06

submitted by Bill DePaolo
The 1966 graduating class of St. Anthony’s Grammar
School is planning a 40th reunion for November of this
year. Details as to where and exactly when still need to
be worked out, but interest in such an event has gained a
great deal of momentum in the past few years; especially
when two or more of our group meet. Unfortunately
these meetings usually occur at funerals.
An evening of frivolity would be a much welcomed
change of venue and would give everyone a chance to
visit, catch up and exchange stories of our Salesian
education.
We are fortunate in that this publication will provide
updates as we develop final plans for our get-together.
Unlike other reunion plans, we are starting with a solid
core of definite and almost definite acceptances to
attend. The list at this point includes: Dino Annucci,

Billy Acito, Gary DiGirolamo, Bobby Vaccaro, Benny
Candelino, Josa Castagna, Oscar Petraglia, Sal
Signorelli, Lorraine Grazio, Rosemary Coppola, Connie
DeCesare, Donna Dippilito, Mary Ann Nufrio, Jim
Imbriaco, Anthony Ferrara, Lorraine Cascio, Vince
Kornmeyer, Mary Sasala, Frank Grossi, Joe Addessa, Joe
Capece, the Caravano twins, Jimmy Caravano and Bill
DePaolo.
There are still a lot of people we have to get in touch
with, so anyone with information regarding any of those
not yet accounted for, please call them, and contact
Bill DePaolo at (908) 351-1568;
or via Email:masterprinting@earthlink.net;
or, Billy Acito: (908) 354-8782,
Email:biagioacito@netscape.com
All suggestions and volunteers are welcome.

Not for Nothing But..
does

anyone

else

flinch at the sight
of

a

yard

( above) Graduation day for St. Anthony's Kindergarten class of 1958
(below) Fast forward eight years to their 8th grade graduation as St. Anthony's Class of 1966.

(note) Could the owner of the blue AMC Rebel please move the car so we can take a picture of the graduating class.

stick?

THE DIMAGGIO FAMILY'S INFLUENCE ON MIKE
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Mike LoBrace's family have been a fixture on John
Street in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth for four
generations, ever since his grandmother, Francesca,
moved there from Italy in 1915. She was 20 years old at
the time. Francesca and her husband Alfonso were the
parents of Mike's mother Millie. It was his maternal
grandparents' family that grew up in the two family home
that Mike was raised in. It is their influence that he
attributes all his success.
Mike could imagine the risk his grand parents took

when they bought the house on John Street in 1925. He
could relate because he knew how he felt when he
opened his business. He thought the decision must have
weighed heavy for them at that time, which was during
the depression. Mike still has his grandparents' mortgage
book. They purchased the house for $4,700 and paid it
off in 28 years. The entries into the book showed the
payments were $2 per month.
Mike's mom still lives in the house along with a
lifetime of fond memories.

(left) 1915
wedding of
Francesca
and Alfonso
Dimaggio

(right, l-r) Grandma Francesca,
baby Mike and mother Millie.
Words to live by, by Uncle Tony
-----------“When you die, your success will
be measured by how many friends
you made.”
-----------“Enjoy what you do.”
-----------“Live first, work second.”

(above, l-r) Francesca with daughter, Millie; husband, Alfonso; Sons, Charlie, Tony, Al and
Frank. Missing are son, Tom and daughter, Louise. The photo was taken during WWII when,
by chance, all three brothers were on leave. Al would later serve during the Korean War.
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City Tavern and Restaurant

M

TRATTORIA

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE

CASUAL DINING WITH FULL CACKTAIL BAR

Make Reservations
for Christmas
and New Year’s Eve

“A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.

Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.

Piano
Bar
Mon. through Sat.Evenings

Make reservations for Valentines Day

DINNER SPECIALS

Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

• Ask About Our Catering
• Banquet Facilities
• Take-Out Also Available

495 Chestnut St.,
Union

(908) 353-7113 q a
PRIVATE 1109
Elizabeth Avenue
PARTIES
u t
Elizabeth, NJ

(1/4 mile off Exit 139A,
Garden State Parkway)

908-687-3250

(908) 289-3711

Lunch, Dinner
Late Night Lounge

EARLY BIRD
SPECIALS

Terrific Food
Fine, fresh food representing all of Italy’s regions
are served daily. There’s a broad selection of Pasta Angel Hair Primavera, Fettuccine Alfredo, Lasagna;
Seafood - Shrimp Scampi, Flounder Francaise;
Veal - Milanese, Angelina, Sorrentino; Chicken and
Steak entrees. Delightful daily specials. Gourmet and
Stuffed Pizza cooked to order. And even the satisfying
little pleasure of warm, fresh-baked bread...
all deliciously prepared and reasonably priced.

MAKE RESEVATIONS
FOR VALENTINE'S DAY!


Why go anywhere else?

Entertainment
Pastas • $7.95
7
nights a week
Veal & Pork • $9.95
Poultry & Pesci • $8.95



• TAPAS
• BAR
• CATERING
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Kitchen Open Until Midnight Everyday
Bar Open Until 3 am
Homemade Sangria & Cocktails
Daily Special: Lunch • Dinner • Take-Out

www.tapasofspain.com
518 NEW YORK AVE., ELIZABETH, NJ 07202

15%
DISCOUNT
With this ad.
Dinning only.

THE INFLUENCE CONTINUES
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(left) Resolution from
Acting Governor
Richard Codey.

RECEIVING CREDIT
(above) Mike's mom
Millie LoBrace
(above) Mike's Grandmother
Francesca Dimaggio preparing
one of her specialties in the
kitchen which was eventually
passed down to Mike.

(above) The next generation of LoBrace, Mike and
wife Diana's children: Julis, Alex and Anthony.

(right) Mike's mentor,
his Uncle Tony.

Not for Nothing But..
being a good neighbor
is part of Michelino's
business

plan.

Mike's efforts to develop his business has been
recognized by government agencies from the local to
state level. His work on the old Elizabeth train station is
still making a buzz around statewide historical
redevelopment circles and is a model for doing the right
thing. Michelino's has received laudatory resolutions and
accolades from the City of Elizabeth, the Elizabeth
Chamber of Commerce, the Union County Economic
Development Corporation, and the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. He also received recognition
from the offices of Congressman Donald Paine,
Congressman Robert Menendez, Senator Jon Corzine,
Senator Frank Lautenburg, and Acting Governor
Richard Codey.
Mike's most prized compliment is a letter that was
drafted by the families in the neighborhood his
restaurant in located in. They wanted to express their
appreciation for the quality job that Mike is doing to his
building. They see his development as an investment in
the community which is adding value to their properties
and quality of life.
Where many businesses only take from the
community they serve, Michelino's does just the
opposite. Mike has been tapped to be chairman of the
Midtown Special Improvement District in Elizabeth with
the hopes that he can have a positive effect on the
businesses in Midtown.

MICHELINO'S MAKING DUE WITH DEW'S TAVERN
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(above) Michelino's has been attracting the most
discerning of sports fans who like to watch games on
nothing less than a 55" television.

(above, l-r) Dana Tanis and Nuno Afonso work off
dinner with a game of Foosball.

Dew's Tavern has been a landmark bar in the Bayway
section of Elizabeth for 38 years. Prior to that it was the
very popular Blunelli's Tavern. And before it was a
tavern it was a garage and gas station. Dew's building
stood on South Street butted up against a restaurant
which was next to another store front attached to
another facing Washington Avenue. The corner
property has housed Michelino's Pizzeria since 1993. In
January 2005, Michelino' s reopened the bar after a
complete renovation.
The acquisition of Dew's Tavern was a final phase in
which owner Mike LoBrace united all four units into a
combination pizzeria/restaurant/bar/lounge, a total of
4,800 square feet . The layout is accommodating and the
interior design is refreshing. The different entities are
connected but remain distinct from one another. The
people in the different parts of the building, lounge, bar
and restaurant would mix only by choice. The pizzeria on
the corner is currently for pick ups and deliveries only
but will soon have booths. The outside of the building
will see a total rejuvenation. The facade, which once
looked disjointed, will be uniformly remodeled as one
building.
Michelino's first expanded in 1999, taking over the
three spaces in the corner building.
LoBrace expanded his already extensive pizzeria and
catering menu to include an assortment of entries

featuring fresh seafood, steaks and Italian specialties.
There's a menu with bar fare for those who want to nosh
while watching a game. Partons are also invited to hang
out for dessert and cappacino. Michelino's can also
accommodate private parties.
There are six plasma televisions along with a 55"
projection T.V. to ensure that patrons have a chance to
view what they want. Michelino's has a satellite
connection and cable sports package. A foosball and
pool table keep some patrons busy while others can just
sit in big comfortable chairs around a soothing fireplace.
Music is played from an internet juke box that is played
through a crisp sound system throughout. Michelino's is
open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner and late nights.
Prices are reasonable and the atmosphere is casual. Most
of the labor was done by Mike and his partners Jerry
Nigro and Sal Davi. They used local plumber Ed Calixto
and Allen Anderson for the carpentry work. These are
the two contractors who did the work for LoBrace on the
award winning renovations for Michelino's cafe located
in the old train station in midtown Elizabeth.
Michelino's also has pizzerias Union, Linden and
Rahway. Mike stresses consistency in quality throughout
all his operations. People have learned to expect only the
best service from Michelino's, no matter what type of
dinning they are looking for.

(above, l-r) Though they are connected, the restaurant and bar at Michelino's maintain their own
character. It is possible to enjoy a quiet dinner for two or a fun after work get together
(above) Iris Ramos, Millie Kiniery, Valerie Brito and
Jolene Aponte shoot pool in the lounge behind the bar.
Eddie Aquilar sits in one of the cushy chairs next to the
fire place, waiting to play winners.

(below) The old Central Jersey Railroad station
was renovated to its original grandeur and is
now the home of Michelino's Midtown Cafe.

Not for Nothing But..
Michelino's can create
a

baseball

with

league

just

the

teams they sponsor

BREAKFAST & DESSERTS
& SNACKS
Pastry • Danish • Donuts • Croissants
Coffee • Espresso • Cappuccino

LUNCH & DINNER
Hot and Cold Sandwiches • Salads
Wraps • Appetizers • Side Dishes

BRICK OVEN PIZZA
Pizza • Calzones • Italian Specialties

Conveniently located in the newly renovated
Pedestrian Plaza Adjacent to the Elizabeth Train Station

14 - 20 JULIAN PLACE • ELIZABETH, NJ

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
5 AM - 10 PM • Shortened hours on weekends

EAT-IN OR TAKE-OUT

MICHELINO'S SPONSORS SEVEN YOUTH SPORTS TEAMS
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Mike LoBrace incorporated much of his own life into
his pizza and restaurant business, so it was natural that
his love for sports is reflected in them. He combined his
business with his commitment to the community and
helping the youth. To do his part Mike sponsors a few
youth sports teams. Well, more than a few. Michelino's
Pizzeria and Restaurant sponsors teams in the Elmora
Youth League, North End Elizabeth Youth Baseball

(above) Michelino's 2002 Elmora Youth League Bears

League, North End Elizabeth Baseball All Star Team,
Rahway PAL Baseball Program, Town ship of Union
Little League, and the North Edison Baseball League. He
also sponsored a youth bowling team at Jersey Lanes.
He keeps tabs on his teams but he doesn't meddle in
the coaching. He just enjoys watching games and seeing
the kids have fun. Some of his teams have had very
successful seasons.

Michelino's also throws support behind St. Mary's
High School teams, his neighbors on Washington Street.
For his own personal amusement, Mike fields a
softball team in local leagues. They were the Elizabeth
Recreation Champs for the past two years.
In a semi-organized league, Mike and his friends could
be seen on the soccer fields of Elizabeth in tilts against
other pizzerias, all in fun.

Michelino's North Elizabeth All Star team were state champs in 2004 under the direction of coach Joe
Gutierrez. They represented New Jersey by beating the winners of the South Jersey All Stars. The 10 year
old and younger road to the Little League World Series was derailed when they lost in the finals of the Mid
Atlantic Regional playoffs to the team representing Pennsylvania.

(above) Michelino's PAL Team in Rahway won their league's championship
two years in a row in 2004 and 2005.

(above) Michelino's 2002 North Edison Baseball League Cardinals.

MIKE MARIANO CREATIVELY EULOGIZED HE WOULD HAVE APPRECIATED IT THAT WAY
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Submitted by Franceen Mariano Reeher
Top ten list about dad (but there are really more).
He was a David Letterman fan…
Did you know that my dad:

10 Started the Karaoke craze….when dad was in grade

(above, l-r) Michael's wife Doris, Michael
and daughter Franceen Mariano Reeher in
Cafe DuMonde, New Orleans, 2004

JOANNE’S LUNCHEONETTE
Hot &Cold Catering
Daily home made soups
Specials & Deserts
“Phyllis’ Specialty Cakes”

908-355-3513
461 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ

$2 OFF ANY LUNCH SPECIAL
WITH COUPON. GOOD FROM 12/15/05 - 2/15/06.

J. Sacco & Sons Meat Market
Quality Meats • Wholesale • Retail

John Sacco, Proprietor

908-355-5469
806 Third Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Pinho’s
Bakery
1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday 5am - 7pm
Sunday 5am - 6pm

BELLA GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI
Where you are treated like family
Formerly Dicosmo’s, Under new ownership since 2003:
Gina Miranda, Jim Miranda and Anthony Garofalo

Catering • Café
908-925-6868 • Fax 908-925-5736
BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA

1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

TOMMY’S PIZZA
& RESTAURANT
Joe & Tony
Paternostro
WE DELIVER
1063 Fairmount Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

908-289-2277

Fax: 908-289-4883

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Wednesday -Sunday
11am - 10:30pm

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER
639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors
2 liter soda w/ purchase of 2 large pies

school he had a soprano voice and won the lead in a
school play. He was so short and skinny that he
didn’t reach the microphone and couldn’t sing on
stage. A taller classmate was placed in front of the
microphone and lip-synced while dad sang from
behind the stage.

9 Had many odd jobs starting at the age of 9. He
delivered “buengoline” (bleach) and made 5 cents
per week. He gave all the money he earned to my
grandmother to help with the family living expenses.

8 Got drafted into the Army and was shipped to
Manila in the Philippines and then to Hiroshima
after the bomb was dropped. He befriended a
Japanese American GI who was basically ostracized.
He always told me that through all the trauma of the
war, a highlight for him was going to the Opera in
Kyoto on R&R with his friend.

7 Was a Draftsman – not like everyone else’s dad who
either worked for the unions or Exxon. His father
worked at the Bayway Refinery but dad was not
employable by them because of his bad hearing. I
went to work for them because he told me that I
would be “crazy” not to.
He could do calculus and trigonometry in his head
and basically was a math wiz but could/would not use
a computer; an ATM card or direct deposit his Social
Security check.

6 Was a gambler - not really. He bought weekly lottery
tickets for over 20 years so he could win the “big” one
for us. At 8:00 p.m. he’d religiously watch the lottery
numbers get called on T.V.
He loved to go to Atlantic City or any place to
play the slots but as most of you know, he hated to
lose but kept on going. He never could get over how
Aunt Esther would win all the time.

5 Loved to cook and was a fantastic cook. Could have
patented his “manicotti” recipe. He and I used to
have huge cooking fests and parties at my house and
he’d always be my sous chef. He just loved doing that
and the holidays will never be the same without him.

4 Loved to eat. He should have purchased stock in
Hometown/Old Country Buffet because he and my
mother went there for lunch every Saturday
afternoon for years. Everybody remembers how much
he could eat….unreal.

3 Loved to watch TV – Especially Emeril Lagasse at
8:01 p.m. every night for years. Made his T.V. debut
on Emeril’s show in January, 2005 and was thrilled to
meet his hero. My husband Larry actually got us up
front tasting table seats and I wish you could have
seen how excited dad was to just be there and then
go backstage to meet Emeril.

2 Avid sports fan and puzzle fan. Raced pigeons with
his father as C. Mariano and Son Loft. Bowled for
over 40 years. Loved and hated the NY Mets; the NY
Giants and Tiger Woods. Thought he could golf and
actually almost got arrested for illegally crossing over
onto the Schackamaxon Golf Course to “go and
get/retrieve” lost balls. He wound up with over 2000
golf balls and never used any of them….he just had
to have them.
He did the crossword puzzle every morning for
years and could sit there for hours keeping himself
occupied.

1 But most of all he was:
- The best father / husband / brother / friend /
grandfather / human being I ever knew
- He was unselfish in anything he did
- He was the most compassionate person to have
taken care of my mother, Doris, unconditionally
for over 40 years of their 54 year marriage
- He was loving all the time
- He never met a stranger
- He will never be forgotten
- He was my best friend

FINEST IMPORTED & DOMESTIC DELICACIES

Paolas
’ Delicatessen
and Meat Market

A COMPLETE LINE OF HOT & COLD BUFFETS
• Showers • Family Gatherings • Weddings
• Business Luncheons • Holiday Parties
Catering for all occasions!

908-353-2080

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30 am to 7:00 pm
Sat 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sun 8:00 am to 1:00 pm

320 SOUTH FIFTH ST. • ELIZABETH, NJ 07206
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DiCosmo

ITALIAN DELI
& CATERING
“Over 75 years of service”

Italian DelicaciesOPEN DAILY:
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Sat: 9:00 AM-.6:00 PM
Sun: 9:00 AM-.3:00 PM

Hot & Cold Subs
Mozzarella Made Fresh Daily
Famous Focaccia Bread Sandwiches
CLARKTON SHOPPING CENTER

Garry DiCosmo
Proprietor

(732) 669-0388

LUIS GONZALEZ FINDS HIMSELF IN A GOOD PLACE
Ever since Luis Gonzalez left his home in Puerto
Rico to live in New Jersey, he was focused on what he
loved to do most and that was cooking. He was 16 years
old and didn't wait to get started. He got his first job at
the Town and Campus Banquet Hall as a kitchen prep
person. He worked there four years and absorbed as
much knowledge as he could from the seasoned chefs.
Luis left the Town and Campus for a job at Farcher's
Grove Country Club in Union, where he took on the
full responsibility for the kitchen. His experience and
enthusiasm grew over the five years at that job and he
made a career move and took the job as head chef for
Summit Squires in Summit. After working there eight
years the restaurant was sold and Gonzalez then worked
at Tutors Inn in Piscataway for two years and as the
head chef at Pitiger's White Lantern in Plainfield for
three.
Management changes at the restaurants were
disrupting for Luis, so the next job he took, at Rocco's
Pizza and Restaurant in Madison, would have to be
stable. Rocco's was a perfect match for Luis. He had full
control of the kitchen and he was able to develop the
menu into 22 entrees. It was such a good match that he
stayed there for 22 years.
Two years ago Luis woke from a dream in which he

owned his own restaurant. There was no doubt that he
was more than capable of running the business and his
reputation for creating superb entrees was wide known.
Like any business there was some risk but it paled to the
prospect of fulfilling his dream.
In February of 2005, Gonzalez opened Luis' Place in
the Clark Village Shopping Center on Raritan Road in
Clark. He designed a comfortable and quiet setting in
which the mood is uplifting. The cuisine is a
combination of Spanish, Portuguese and American. Luis'
is the kind of place where you can enjoy a seafood entree
with a glass of wine or a burger and a mug of beer and
not feel out of place.
Luis's partner and wife of 32 years, Marie, has the
responsibilities of hostess. It is truly a family business and
the clientele is treated as such. The business has been
growing since its start as word of mouth spreads. Luis'
offers a very popular all you can eat buffet lunch on
weekdays and a main entree buffet on Sundays. Daily
specials compliment a full pleasing menu.
Marie has regulars who order dinners to be picked up
on the way home form work and others just stop in for a
cocktail and to shoot the breeze. Luis and Marie still live
in Peterstown and especially enjoy seeing their friends
from the neighborhood.

Recipes
INGREDIENTS
Chiken Breasts
Olive Oil
Peppers (cut up)
Onions (cut up)
Potatos (cut up)

Sausage (cut up)
White Wine
Butter
Salt and Pepper to taste

PREPARATION:
1) Pound Chicken Bresasts into Chicken Tenders and
Sautee in Olive Oil, Season with pepper and salt.
2) Sautee Peppers, Onions, Potatoes and Sausage in
Butter and White Wine in a skillet.
3) Add Chicken to skillit and simmer for approximately
25 to 30 minutes.
4) Then serve.

Spanish Style Pork Loin
INGREDIENTS
Pork Loin
White Wine
Olive Oil
Onions
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(above, l-r) The staff of Luis' Place, Jessica Seminello,
Luis Gonzalez, Marie Cirone, Jose (Tony) Gonzalez.

Not for Nothing But..
are quantities really

Submitted by Luis' Place, Clark, NJ

Lou's Special Chicken

15

Garlic
Adobo Seasoning
Salt and Pepper to taste

all that important
when writing a recipe?

PREPARATION:
1) Cut pork loin into slices on an angle and fry
in frying pan in white wine and olive oil.
2) Add onions and saute for approximately 20 minutes
on low heat. Season with garlic, white wine,0 salt,
pepper and Adobo seasoning while cooking.
4) Serve with your choice of gravy, over your choice
of rice and fried sweet Spanish bananas.

American u Spanish u Portuguese
The Finest Spanish Cuisine In New Jersey

Taking reservations for Valentine's Day!
Complimentary glass of Champagne

CERVANTES
O
SPAIN
F

Book your Holiday party Now!

Restaurant and Tapas Bar
24 North Avenue E. • Cranford, NJ • (908) 276-3664

1700 West Elizabeth Ave. • Linden • (908) 862-0020

Visit us on the web www.cervantesofspain.com

directly across from the Cranford Train Station
Reservations necessary for parties of 8 guests or more.

Early Bird Special u 5 pm - 8 pm u Tuesday & Wednesday
Choice of 3 Entrees plus soup or salad,
Coffee or Tea, and limited deserts. $10.95
Hours:
Buffet Lunch: All You Can Eat
Tue., Wed., & Thu.: 11 - 10
Tuesday - Friday
Sunday
Fri.: 11 - 11
11 am - 3 pm
11 am - 3 pm
Sat.: 3 - 11
$8.95 plus tax
$10.95 plus tax
Sun.: 11 - 10
Closed Mondays

732.381.1122

(Located in Clark Village)
1051 Raritan Road u Clark, NJ 07066

FRANK AND MAE YORI CELEBRATE 65TH ANNIVERSARY
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(above, l-r) Frank
and Mae Yori as in
love as as they were
65 years ago.
(left, l-r) Frank
courting Mae prior
to getting married
in 1941.

Frank Yori had a routine for getting to high school
every morning. He would leave his house at 20 South
Street and walk to the home of his friend, Ralph DeRose.
They would both then make the half-mile trek to
Thomas Jefferson High School via Elizabeth Avenue.
They followed this routine for a few years until one day,
in their senior year when something diverted them from
their path.
While walking past Beck's Bakery, which was located
next to Grampp's Hardware, Frank caught sight of a
beautiful girl behind the counter. He thought she looked
like the movie star Ingid Bergman and the sight of her
stopped him in his tracks. He now had a new purpose for
his morning walk. He would still make it to class on time
but not without first taking a peek at Ingrid.
He soon added breakfast to his routine. Well, it is the
most important meal of the day. Frank and Ralph started
going to Beck's on the way to school for a coffee and
donut. Frank and Ralph began repeating their routine in

(above, l-r) Mae's beauty caught the eye of her future husband, Frank who
thought she resembled Swedish movie star Ingrid Bergman.

(above) The Wiegers family at the wedding of Frank
and Mae's grandson Scott, a Marine Seargent.

(above) Frank and Mae's daughter Brenda Velasco being
sworn in as Mayor of Woodbridge (temporarily).

TRANSFER YOUR HOME
MOVIES TO DVD

1-800-640-6996

We'll transfer 8mm, S8mm & 16mm film or your
home video into high-quality, long lasting DVD.

O’DONNELL AGENCY, INC.
Ira Goodman

406 Chestnut St. • Union • (908) 964-4004

$10 OFF NEW ORDERS ONLY

Ticketed?
Received a complaint?

STOP
Talk to us before you pay
a n y t h i n g .
We save you money, points, and maybe a license!

Call Attorney Andrew S. Prince

1-800-988-LAWS
732-396-1800 - 136 Central Ave., Clark, NJ 07066
Before making your choice of attorney, you should give this matter
carful thought. The selection of an attorney is an important decision. If

ROBERT GRIFFITH
INSURANCE PRODUCER
416 Centennial Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
908-272-3540

277 N. Broad Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908-352-2180

www.bluestreakmotors.com

SPECIALIZING IN LATE MODEL
LOW MILLAGE
CARS/VANS/SUV’S
150 West First Ave. • Roselle, NJ 07203

(908) 241-3939

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel: (908) 352-6355

Fax: (908) 351-2753

Third Avenue & Loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07206
J. DeSalvo

reverse on their way home from school. Frank started to
take the walk at different times of the day, like after
dinner and even days when school was out. He was so
taken by this young starlet and wanted to know
everything about her.
Frank started a conversation with the counter girl and
found out her name was Mae Biekshi. She was 16 years
old, Luthauanian and lived in Linden, NJ. Their
conversation went so well that they talked up until
closing time. Frank, being the gentleman that he is,
escorted Mae to her bus stop. From that day on Frank
and Mae were inseparable.
Three years later, on January 4, 1941, they got married
in St. Elizabeth's Church in Linden. Frank and Mae just
celebrated their 65th year of marriage, a celebration that
really was a continuation of their wedding reception.
Frank and Mae are so much in love that they celebrate
their marriage every day just sharing their life together.
After a few years of being married to Mae, the country
was in the throws of the war effort and Mae did her part
by working in the General Motors Plant building fighter
planes. Mae, at 22 years old, was one of the original
"Rosie the Riveters." She lugged her rivet gun around
and used a ladder to reach spots on the aircraft. Mae had
no Idea when she started working at the plant that she
was pregnant. She would not have been allowed to
otherwise.
Mae worked up to the birth of her first child, Brenda,
while Frank was also working building at the plant
cutting sheet metal. Together they earned about $100 a
week. To the Yori's the job was more of a duty. They
thought of those giving their lives overseas. Frank had a
physical condition that made him unable to join the army.
Though times may have been tough, Frank and Mae
enjoyed their lives for the soul reason that they were
sharing them with each other. The joy of their second
daughter, Donna, came after the war and watching their
children grow and have families of their own has been
the source of pride for them.
Brenda is an educator at Solomon Schechter Day
School in West Orange and is also a councilwoman in
Woodbridge. Donna is a registered nurse currently
working at JFK Hospital in Edison. Brenda and husband,
Miguel, have two children, Scott and Daren. Donna and
husband, Rich Wiegers, also have two children, Rich and
Donna. Scott and his wife, Gabrielle, are expecting
Frank and Mae's first great grandchild.

Liberty State Insurance Corp.
Five minutes could save you $$ MONEY $$
$ On your Auto and Homeowners Insurance ! $
908-575-7782
$
$ Call TOLL FREE
(866) 225-2355
$ 3322 Rt. 22 West, Suite 1006, Blanchburg, NJ 08876 $
and Commercial Experts in
$
$ Personal
Auto - Home - Commercial
$ $ $ Featuring Mercury Auto Insurance $ $ $
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Open 7 days

FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your
Laundry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash
All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178
908-353-0418
1072 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

ITALIAN HERITAGE CELEBRATION FOCUSES ON EDUCATION
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Various organizations and businesses gathered at the
Galloping Hill Banquet Center on Saturday, January 21,
to celebrate their Italian heritage at a gala honoring
Elizabeth Board of Education Commissioner Carole
Cascio. Cascio, a lifelong Elizabeth resident, has served
on the board for six years, serving as both Board
President and Vice President.
Carol has also been active as a volunteer with the
American Cancer Society for the past 14 years and is a
member of the Salvation Army Advisory Board. Carol,
nee Gallo, has been married to Peterstown native, John
Cascio for 22 years. They have a son Jon Carlo who is a

junior at Wagner College.
Diodato (Dee) Villani, president of Villani Bus
Company, was also recognized that evening for the
outstanding service his company delivers transporting
Elizabeth students. The Board presented the bus drivers
with a laudatory resolution for their outstanding service.
Their safety record earned them an "S" rating enabling
the Elizabeth school district to qualify for lower
insurance rates.
Vito Nufrio, another Peterstown native and longtime
educator and administrator for the school system, was
acknowledged for his stellar career.

Vito Nufrio and Carole Cascio

VILLANI BUS COMPANY
Dee Villani President

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036
1920-2005 “Serving the Public for 85 Years”

•• Door
Door to
to Door
Door Service
Service
•• Local
Local and
and Long
Long distance
distance
•• Transportation
Transportation to
to Airports
Airports
•• Commercial
Commercial Centers,
Centers,
Night
Night Clubs,
Clubs,
Casinos,
Casinos, Etc.
Etc.
•• Clean
Clean Late
Late
Model
Model Cars
Cars

24 Hours
7 Days a Week

Tels: (908) 354-4444 ¥ (908) 354-0350

(above, l-r) Dee Villani, President of Villani Bus Company, is joined by members
of the Elizabeth Board of Education, President Rafael Fajardo, Kathy Moore, Carole Cascio,
Armando DaSilva, Francesco Gonzalez and Bud Whelan.

MIKE MUSSO
CERAMIC TILE INSTALLED
Walls and Floors
Repairs and Regrouting
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES
908-352-1936
Call after 5pm

KITCHEN & BATH Dept.
All Wood Cabinets • Laminate Flooring
Ceramic Tile • Counter Top • Granite
Formica • Marble

Se Habla Español.
908-353-2992

AMERICAN
PLUMBING & HEATING
SUPPLY CO.

Tuesday
9-6
908-353-6226
Wednesday 9-6
Thursday
9-8
Show Room at
Friday
9-6
930
E.
Grand
St.,
Elizabeth, NJ
Saturday
9-5
Order
&
Deliver
in 48 Hours
Off hours by appointment

Now Featuring American Water Heaters
(908) 354-2288
fax: (908) 354-4901

Need
A Good
Plumber?
• Sinks • New Bathrooms • Furnaces
• Toilets • Water Heaters • Dishwashers
• Drains • Main Lines
• Radiators
• Showers • Leaky Faucet’s
• Boilers • New Septic
• Garbage Disposals
All Plumbing & Heating Repairs & Installations

ALLIANCE PLUMBING
M.P. J.P. Higgins • Lic. No. 10168

732-602-9703
Serving Central New Jersey

C. Barnes & Sons
• WINDOWS
• GLASS
• DOORS
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-6 pm,
Sat. 9-5 pm

(908) 353-4443
1011-15 E. Grand Street,
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

DiBELLA MOVES TO ITS NEW, OLD LOCATION
The DiBella Agency was founded in 1958 by
Peterstown natives, Anthony and Mario DiBella. After
57 years the brothers are still going strong and have been
joined by a second generation of DiBella brothers,
Mario's sons, Joe and Tom.
The business has expanded and moved from its
Centennial Avenue store front in Cranford to its new
headquarters at 515 Springfield Road in Kenilworth, NJ.
The building that the DiBellas moved into is historically
significant in that it is the oldest surviving structure in
the town of Kenilworth.
Historically, the property was known as the SayreShallcross home. It was built in 1710 by a tradesman
named Daniel Syre. The property is adjacent to Black
Brook Park and Sayre used water from a nearby stream to
cure leather. The home predates the Revolutionary war
and was later owned by Sayre's grandson who was a U.S.
Continental Soldier.
The DiBellas are being joined in their new offices by
their business associate First Metropolitan Mortgage,
which offers a wide range of mortgage products.
Frank Locorriere, President of First Mortgage, has
combined his services with those that the DiBella's
already offer to make their business a one-stop shopping
for income tax, mortgages, annuities, life insurance and
other financial investments.

DiBELLA Financial Group
1st Metropolitan Mortgage
• Tax preparation • Mortgages • Annuities
• Home Equity Loans • Financial Planning

(908) 686-7370
Notary Public • Life/Auto/Home Insurance
Anthony Di Bella
Mario Di Bella
Joseph Di Bella
Thomas Di Bella
515 Springfield Road • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

SAVE MORE
WITH ONLY

3%
SALES TAX

An Elizabeth
Tradition
since 1949
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(right) How the Shellcross House, the
new home of The Dibella Agency, looked
circa 1900, and how it looks today. The
house, build in 1710, is located at 515
Springfield Road in Kenilworth, NJ. It is
the town's oldest surviving structure.
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Not for Nothing But..
when your building is
300 years old, it's good
to have The Home
Depot on your block.

A HISTORIC LOOK AT KENILWORTH
Both photographs are from the book
"Kenilworth, Houses, People, Pictures
and Stories", written by Walter E.
Boright. This is Boright's second book
on historic Kenilworth. His first was
"Kenilworth, as told through street
signs." He is about to publish his
third, "Women of Kenilworth". The
books contain excerpts from tape-recorded, first

hand interviews with people born before 1900, old maps,
many old and new photographs, never before published
information about Kenilworth, Upsala College, New
Orange and some of Kenilworth's oldest families
Inquiries about the Kenilworth publications can be
directed to Walter E. Boright, 585 Trinity Place,
Westfield, NJ 07090, or through the email address
drbori@aol.com, or call 908-518-0324.

CELEBRATING OUR 56TH YEAR

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR
BEDDING

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533

We Accept: CASH

Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm; w y [ t
and Personal Checks
Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's

Not responsible for typographical errors. "Bring us your best deal from Tops • PC Richard • The Wiz and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

Presidents?
Week
HH SPECIALSHH
Don’t Miss our Storewide

24

MONTHS

UP TO

Savings!!!

NO INTEREST &

HURRY IN!
LIMITED
TIME
OFFERS!
LOWEST PRICES

REBATES
UP TO
DELIVERY
AND/OR

NO DOWN PAYMENT
on the purchase of any Amana appliance

by mail, with the purchase of a qualifying
Amana appliance $449 and up.
See store for details. *Up to $50 value.

by mail, on the purchase of qualifying
Amana* stainless steel appliance
packages. See store for details.

FRANK WADE- ADVOCATE FOR WORKERS
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Frank Wade, who passed away December 30, 2005 at
the age of 69, will be remembered as an advocate for
working men and women. Frank was Executive Director
of the New Jersey State Building & Construction Trades
Council since 1989. He was instrumental in reuniting
trade unions that had split from the council. The Locals
trusted Wade's honesty and counted on his integrity. He
retired from the council in 1999.
The Trades Council was an organization that
networked many local trade unions and their members,
totaling approximately 125,000. Wade himself, like his
father, was a member of the Iron Workers Local 480. He
started out as an apprentice in 1954 and became cobusiness agent in 1971 until his appointment as
Executive Director by the Trade Council then President
Jim Grogan.
Frank represented the interest of the laborer. He gave
a voice to the working men and women by serving on
various government boards and committees. Appointed
by Acting Governor Richard Codey, Wade recently
served as the chairman of the state's Employment
Security Council, which advises the labor commissioner
on unemployment compensation and temporary
disability benefits laws. He was also appointed by former

Frank M. Wade
1936-2005

Governor Christie Whitman to the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority and Labor Round
Table.
Frank Wade's gift was an ability to bring groups of
people together and resolve differences in a way that
both parties deemed fair. He did so with a calm and level
headed demeanor, which were his signature traits.
Frank was born and raised in Elizabeth and was a
product of the Elizabeth Public School System. His
knowledge of the building and construction trades can be
attributed to the teachings of his father and his
relationship with the many tradesmen from the
Peterstown area.
There has always been a need for someone to watch
out for the interests of the working class. From fair wages
to safe working environments, the tradesmen and
laborers only strength was to organize and rely on
advocates to see that their basic needs were met. Frank
Wade was that person for many people.
Mr. Wade is survived by his wife of 47 years, Maria
(nee Colicchio); son Frank Wade III; daughter Nancy
Strada; brother Matthew Wade, and sisters Marianne
Wade and Barbara Lesniak.
The dignity of labor and the laborer is his legacy.

(left, l-r) Frank and Maria are seated in front of their son
Frank III (Butch), and his wife Debbie, and their
daughter, Nancy and her husband Richie.
(below, l-r) Frank and his grandchildren, Lindsey, Nicole,
Vanessa and Miranda.
(above, l-r) Frank's wife, Maria, his mother,
Anna, Frank and his father Frank Sr.

(left, l-r) Monsignor Gilchrist inducted Frank
into the Roman Catholic Church's Knighthood
“The order of St. Gregory the Great.”

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
AND DEVELOPERS

CANDELINO KITCHENS

Albert G. Mauti, Jr
Joseph Mauti

Cabinetry - Marble - Granite - Ceramic Tile

T: 908-351-1177
F: 908-351-3871
540 North Avenue
Union, NJ 07083
www.m-mconctruction.com

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME
WITH AN OIL TANK?
To keep your family comfortable
all winter long your heating company
had better be extra special.
HOME HEATING OIL
AND DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY

JERRY CANDELINO

(908) 353-6094
Fax: (908) 353-7253
664 Summer Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Pavel Construction, Inc.
Complete Line,
Expert Masonry & Home Improvement
Elizabeth, NJ
Ray Vella
908-659-9556

JERSEY WINDOW
FACTORY

Prompt, Courteous Service
Call for details.
• Oil boiler & furnace installation and service
• Storage tank protection program
• Tank replacement
• Tank testing
Watch for our RED trucks
For over 50 years
our“RED TRUCKS”
have been a recognized symbol
of know how and reliability.

908-351-0313
Family owned business
Since 1946

Serving Union and Middlesex Counties for over 50 years
and enjoys a reputation for integrity and reliability.

Hablamos Español

(973) 273-0505
(888) 3-JERSEY
687 Frelinghuysen Avenue

• Bays & Bows
• New Construction
• Custom Made-to-Order
• 3% Sales Tax
• Free Estimates
SOLID WOOD KITCHEN CABINETS
Complete Starter Sets from $375

CERAMIC TILE from 69¢ a sq.ft.
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(Left) Family members celebrate Frank Wade's
retirement from Iron Workers Local 480.
(top row, l-r) Barbara (Wade) and Bob Lesniak, Joe and
Pat Menafra, Nancy and Richie Strada, Butch and
Debbie Wade, Patty and Matty Wade, and John Wade.

NEW JERSEY REALTY FIRM

(seated, l-r) Marianne Wade, Maria and Frank, and
Frank Wade Sr.

Thinking of Selling?

Call today for your personalized property market evaluation

4% Commission
3 R D GENERATION
MORTGAGES

OFFICE:

3g-mortgage.com

908-687-7757

Preparing you for generations to come.

CELL

Benjamin Sheedy, North East Regional Manager
cell 908-432-0665

908-416-2000
DONATA ZAPPULLA
Owner/Sales Associate

1555 Oakland Avenue

Union NJ 07083

952 Route 9,
Bayville, NJ 08721
tel 732-237-9559
fax 732-237-9509

1043 Raritan Road
Clark, NJ 07066
tel 732-388-1177
fax 732-388-1187

WANT TO SELL?? NEED TO SELL??
DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS,
DON'T FALL INTO THE 3% TRAP...
YOU CAN HIRE US AND OUR ENTIRE TEAM
FOR THE PRICE OF ONE SINGLE AGENT!
FREE OVER THE PHONE HOME EVALUATION

134 E. Westfield Avenue ¥ Roselle Park, NJ 07204

ELIZABETH
$245,000
MOVE IN CONDITION
1/2 Duplex Home with 2 Bdrm, 1 Full
Baths,Galley Type Kit,
Enclosed Porch, Storage
Shed, Wood Flrs, Basement,
Quiet Neighborhood, Perfect
for 1st time buyers, Call
Today for All the Details
Pauline Avila 908-245-9300

ROSELLE
$320,000
IMMACULATE CAPE COD
3 Bedrooms, 3 full baths, Eat in Kitchen,
Formal Dining Rm, Finish Basement with
exercise, laundry, rec,
storage rm, Great
Location Call Today for
your Personal Tour
Elizabeth Montealegre
908-245-9300

UNION
$350,000
SPACIOUS 3 BEDROOM COLONIAL
Featuring great yard for kids and
entertaining, long driveway for several
cars plus 2 detached
garage, sun rm, wood
burning FPLC, Call
Patrick Mullery Today for
Your Personal Tour 908245-9300

ELIZABETH

$409,900
GREAT LOCATION
Comfortable 3 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths,
Lots of storage, full bsmt w full bath, Sum
kitchen, and Dry bar, 1
oversize attached Garage,
Don’t Delay, Call Today…
Isaac Montealegre 908245-9300

ELIZABETH

$490,000
MULTI-FAMILY
2 Seven Room Apartments, with full
baths, large basement with lots of
potential, Don’t Wait
another Minute Property is
in Mint Condition, Call
Ryan Marcussen
908-245-9300

LINDEN

$379,900
IMMACULATE CAPE COD
This 4 Bedroom 2 full bath w/a lot of
upgrades, full basement for Rec purposes,
new Hdwfloors, 1 car
garage, Drwy w/space for 2
cars, great fenced yard,
Call Today, Vera Murillo
908-245-9300

RAHWAY
$279,900
TRUE MOVE IN CONDITION
Wonderful Ranch 5 Room home,
full basement with lots of potential,
Great Location. Will not Last.
Call now for all the
details Edna Malgeri 908-245-9300

ELIZABETH

$379,000
TWO FAMILY
Each unit features 3-Bdrms, eat in
kitchen, Liv-rm, separate utilities,
Apartments are well kept,
Don’t Wait another
Minute
Call Naira Montealegre
908-245-9300

MAPLEWOOD
$425,000
MOVE IN CONDITON
This Colonial home features 3 Bedrms,
1 _ Baths, Central Air, Newer Roof,
Newer Kitchen, Fireplace
in Liv Rm, Enclosed
Porch, Formal Din. Rm,
Updated Kit, Call Pauline
Avila for all the details
908-245-9300

LINDEN

$439,900
EXTRA LARGE 2 FAMILY
1ST FL- LR/DR combo, den, Eat in
Kitchen, Possible 4Bdrms, Bath, 2nd FlLiving Rm, Eat in Kitchen, 4 Bedrms,
Bath, Full Bsmt, separate utilities, Near
school, hghwys, & transportations, 2 car
garage, Call Shelly Peters today for all
the details 908-245-9300
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Picture
Coming
Soon
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TINO & HOWARD’S

REAL ESTATE CORNER

Feb 06

2006 IS HERE. It’s hard to imagine
another year has gone by. In 2005 we saw
many things change in the real estate
industry. Interest rates have risen and as I am
writing this article today, the Fed’s will be
meeting on January 31, 2006, to raise the
rates once again.
In the beginning of 2005, real estate was
the most positive word that could be spoken
in the English language. By September of
2005 real estate was no longer the positive
focus in our economy with rising interest
rates, increased value in real estate prices
and, most importantly, the news media
blasting real estate. Every time I listen to a
radio station or a news program the first thing that
is discussed is if we have a real estate bubble.
Depending on who is speaking, their comments
would vary but overall nothing positive has been
said since September.
We must focus on why people buy real estate.
There are many reasons, primarily for shelter. This
is a basic human need whether you own or rent, all
human beings need some place to live. Its been a
driving factor in human nature since the beginning
of time. In modern societies we not only look at this
as a basic need but also as an investment. It’s a fact
of life that real estate has created more wealth for
the citizens of this country then any other
investment. We have to ask ourselves, "Where
would we be if we did not own our own home?", the
answer is very simple: we would be paying rent,
living on the streets, or with a relative.
Wealth is created in real estate over time. A
person or a family buys a home and pays a mortgage,
and over time, the mortgage is paid off, creating

wealth in savings for the future.
This is not to be confused with speculations.
Speculations are when we anticipate real estate
values increasing in a very short period of time.
Since 2003 anyone who purchased real estate in
New Jersey has received the benefit of increased
values.
The thought is that real estate values will never
cease to increase. People who think this way may be
in for a surprise. The affordability of purchasing real
estate is predicated on mortgage rates and income.
When prices rise above the affordability of the
people who live in the area, real estate prices begin
to drop. There is no magical solution to make
people pay more than what they can afford. This
basic premise is what people call the real estate
bubble. The questions become, "Are we now in a
real estate bubble?", "Will prices begin to decline?",
and "Will they stay steady or will they continue to
increase?". It's my professional opinion that our
immediate area is not in a real estate bubble where
prices will collapse. I do believe, though, that we
will not see the increases in real estate values that
we have seen over the last three years.
The City of Elizabeth is in a unique situation. It
has a growing population with a solid community
base that will continue to grow. Elizabeth is poised
to withstand the pressures of rising interest rates. It’s
my personal belief that this is based on the ethnic
groups that are moving into the city and their need
for housing. I do have some concerns on some
specific projects that appear to be over the
affordability level in today’s market place, but over
all Elizabeth should fare well in 2006.

Submitted by Justino Rosa
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Sales - Associate
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ELIZABETH - PETERSTOWN-CHEAPEST 2F HOME IN THE
NEIGBORHOOD! FEAT: SEP UTIL 2 2BR APTS IN NEED OF SOME
TLC. ASKING $295,000

ELIZABETH - PETESTOWN-6 FAMILY HOME RECENTLY
RENOVATED NEW EXTERIOR SEP UTIL FEAT: 5 2BRS APTS & 1
3BR APT GREAT INCOME GREAT FOR INVESTOR.
ASKING $679,000

ELIZABETH - ELMORA SEC-VERY LARGE 2F W/FIN BMT LG BACKYARD
FEAT: 1ST FLR 3BRS, & 2FL 4BRS SEP UTIL POSSIBLE CONVERSION
TO 3F. ASKING $590,000

ELIZABETH - WESTMISNTER SECTION-LARGE 1F COLONIAL IN NICE
NEIBORHOOD FEAT: 7BRS, LIV, DIN, KIT, 2FBTHS PART FIN BMT 2 CAR
GARG W/DRWY ON A DEEP LOT OF 52X230. ASKING $599,900

Paul Gruber

Jim Palermo Lou LaBrutto

ELIZABETH - PRICE JUST REDUCED! ALMOST NEW 2F HOME IN
GATED COMMUNITY FEAT: 1ST FLR 2BRS, & 2ND FLR 3BRS, CAC
TOTAL OF 3FBTHS & 2 HBTHS BLT IN 2 CAR GARG W/DRWY
ASKING $529,995

ELIZABETH - ELMORA HILLS- BRAND NEW 1F HOME IN GREAT
NEIGHBORHOOD FEATl 4BRS, LIV, DIN, KIT, DEN, FAM ROOM, 2
FBTHS & 2 HBTHS 2 CAR GARG W/DRWY CAC TAX ABATEMENT TO
QUALIFIED BUYER. ASKING $660,000
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